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 God’s Truth 
Why Is This Important? 

 Central Tenet in Scripture 
 World View 
 Assurance 
 Prayer 
 Evangelism 
 God’s Love 

 

The Tri-une God We believe in one God, eternally existing in three equally divine Persons: the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who know, love, and glorify one another. This one true and living God is 

infinitely perfect both in his love and in his holiness. He is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible, 

and is therefore worthy to receive all glory and adoration. Immortal and eternal, he perfectly and 

exhaustively knows the end from the beginning, sustains and sovereignly rules over all things, and 

providentially brings about his eternal good purposes to redeem a people for himself and restore his fallen 

creation, to the praise of his glorious grace. 

Setting the Stage – Articles 1 and 5 of the TGC Statement of Faith 

 

The Plan of God We believe that from all eternity God determined in grace to save a great multitude of 

guilty sinners from every tribe and language and people and nation, and to this end foreknew them and 

chose them. We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those who by grace have faith in Jesus, and that 

he will one day glorify them—all to the praise of his glorious grace. In love God commands and implores 

all people to repent and believe, having set his saving love on those he has chosen and having ordained 

Christ to be their Redeemer. 
 

I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted (Job 42:2) 
God’s Sovereign Rule and Reign Over All Things 

 
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. (Genesis 50:20 ESV) 
 
And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 
him. (John 9:2-3 ESV) 
 
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him (Psalm 115:3) 
 
Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back? 
(Isaiah 43:13 ESV) 
 
All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be (Psalm 139:16) 
 
Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
blind? Is it not I, the LORD? (Exodus 4:11 ESV) 
 
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, (Eph 1:11 ESV) 



 

• First Adam 
Creation and the Fall (Genesis 3 and Romans 5) 

• Second Adam 
 
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men because all sinned— (Romans 5:12 ESV) 
 
For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ. (Romans 5:17 ESV) 
 

“Glinda, why does wickedness happen?” a resident of Oz asks in the opening scene of the musical 
Wicked. “That’s a good question. One that many people find confusifying,” Glinda the Good replies 
before proposing two possibilities: “Are people born wicked? Or do they have wickedness thrust upon 
them?” From the perspective of God’s Word, the answer to both possibilities is clearly “yes.” People do 
respond in wicked ways to the circumstances of their lives — but their wicked deeds are rooted in a 
nature that was inclined toward sin before they were even born. – From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 

The Result of the Fall: Man’s Utter Helplessness to Save Himself 

 
“The LORD looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are any who understand, any who seek 
God. All have turned away, all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 
14:2 – 3) 
 
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5). 
 
“There is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away” (Romans 3:11 – 
12) 
 
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
(John 3:3 ESV) 
 
The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14 ESV) 
 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV) 

A Key Passage 

 
“The theological term for this pervasive presence of sin in every human life is “total depravity” — an 
unfortunate phrase that sounds at first as if people are completely evil, which isn’t true at all. 
“Depravity” — from the Latin word “for “crooked” — simply means that God’s design for humanity has 
been twisted in the wrong direction; “total” reminds us that this twistedness touches everything we are 
and everything we choose. Every human deed done outside of Christ carries within it a seed of death. 
 
The stain of sin [has corrupted] us physically, emotionally, psychologically, mentally, morally, and 
spiritually. That doesn’t mean . . . we are all brute savages who always carry out every possible evil; it 
does mean that there is no island of purity from which we might mount a campaign to save ourselves. - 
From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 
 
The Implications for Our ‘Will’ 



“The bad news is that, left to ourselves, none of us will ever claim the gift that God has provided. This 
isn’t because human beings are incapable of making choices! Every person possesses, in the words of 
pastor-theologian Jonathan Edwards, “liberty to act according to his choice, and do what he pleases.” 
We make our choices on the basis of what we most deeply desire — and that’s precisely the problem. 
We are all spiritually dead on arrival, and the reign of the risen Lord Jesus will never be the deepest 
desire of the spiritually deceased. - From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 
 
Spiritual zombies don’t choose the gift of God’s grace for the same reason that prison escapees don’t 
show up voluntarily at police stations. It isn’t because convicted felons are incapable of locating their 
local law-enforcement agency. It’s because the police represent everything the convict wants to avoid. 
Ever since our expulsion from Eden, every human being has been a convicted corpse on the run from 
God’s reign. Apart from God’s single-handed gift of resurrecting grace, no human being will ever seek 
God… From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 
 
So:

 

 How do the dead become alive? How does one who cannot “see” the kingdom in fact become born 
again? How does natural man come to discern spiritual things? 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. (Eph 2:4-7 ESV) 

God’s Sovereign Control and Care In Redemption 

 
“Some have claimed that God’s gift is a response to a human choice — or, at the very least, that God’s 
gift of new life depends on our decision not to resist his grace. But think about it for a moment: When 
Jesus rescued Lazarus from physical death, what decision did Lazarus make (John 11:38 – 44)? It wasn’t 
as if Lazarus was lying in the tomb, pondering his circumstances, when he suddenly concluded that 
staying on a stone slab wasn’t his most promising career path. Lazarus was dead, and the dead can’t 
choose life. But God can, and God did. “As the gospel is shared, God’s Spirit pierces the lives of 
particular people who are spiritually dead and exchanges their death for his life” From “Proof” – 
Montgomery & Jones 
 
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, (Col. 2:13 ESV) 
 
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as 
were appointed to eternal life believed. (Acts 13:48 ESV) 
 
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was 
a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. (Acts 16:14 ESV) 
 
“But there’s an awkward aspect of resurrecting grace as well — one that’s tied to the obvious fact that 
God doesn’t regenerate every individual. (If he did, everyone would repent and believe!) God’s Spirit 
enlivens and effectively calls only those men and women the Father chose in Christ before time began 
(Romans 8:30). I don’t know why God has decided to work in this way. It’s a mystery — but it’s not a 
mystery that’s exclusive to a particular perspective on God’s sovereignty in salvation…it’s clear that a 
thread of selective grace is woven throughout the Scriptures. From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us 
in the Beloved. (Eph 1:3-6) 



 
After all, why did God cut a covenant with Abram instead of some other idol-worshiping ancient Near 
Eastern camel jockey (Genesis 12:1)? Why did God prefer Jacob the swindler over Esau his twin 
(Romans 9:11)? And why did God provide flour and oil for one widow during a deadly drought but not 
for thousands of others (Luke 4:25 – 26)? For that matter, why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead 
but leave all the other corpses in Bethany to rot in their tombs (John 11:38 – 44[…]” 
 
“There is no group or type of people anywhere in the world that is excluded from salvation, because 
God desires that the gospel be proclaimed to all without exception. 
“Since we don’t know who belongs to the number of the predestined and who doesn’t, . . . we work to 
turn whoever we meet into a sharer of peace.” - JOHN CALVIN 
 
“The only right response to such grace is simply to say, “Thank you,” and to share the news of grace 
with everyone we meet.” From “Proof” – Montgomery & Jones 
 

Proof – Daniel Montgomery and Timothy Paul Jones 
Other Resources 

Putting Amazing Back Into Grace – Michael Scott Horton 
Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God – J. I. Packer 
The Justification of God: An Exposition on Romans 9 – John Piper 
 


