
April 9, 2015 

Dear Four Oaks Family: 

God really met us at our Passion Week services this year! “Thank you” to the over 1,500 people that 

attended an Easter service at one of our two campuses, as well as for those who gathered in Killearn for 

our Seder and Good Friday communion times. It really was a special week with you all, and I am 

thanking God for it.  

I’m also very excited about our new sermon mini-series, Beyond the Shadowlands, where we will 

address what happens beyond this life and the hope that the resurrection, rule and return of Christ holds 

for us. It’s a great chance to invite people to come (or come back) with you to hear more about 

questions many people are asking. 

I am writing to ask you to prioritize two very important family meetings in the life of Four Oaks Church: 

Monday, April 20 and Monday, May 18. Both meetings will be at the Killearn campus and begin at 6:30 

PM, with childcare provided.  We will have a time of fellowship, coffee, and dessert, which will be 

followed by our meeting time. We should conclude by 8:30 PM.  

Our meeting on May 18 will be for the purpose of discussing our 2015-16 budget, forecasting long-range 

ministry plans, giving a financial update, and presenting our church officers for the new ministry year. 

Our April 20 meeting, however, will be a time for the elders to update you on our recommendation to 

revise our statement of faith, as well as to discuss the impact this has on our association with the 

Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA) denomination.  

For some time now, we have felt a growing dissatisfaction with our current EFCA Statement of Faith. On 

some points, we believe it is too narrow and restrictive; at other places, though, we believe it is not 

distinctive or precise enough.  Thus, we are going to be proposing that we adopt a new statement of 

faith that more accurately captures our theological and Biblical beliefs as a church. The statement of 

faith that we are going to be proposing to you is in fact the Gospel Coalition Confessional Statement, 

which we have enclosed with this mailing (we are also including our current Statement of Faith for 

comparison purposes).  The TGC statement is one that is more theologically distinctive in such areas as 

God’s sovereignty, marriage/family and sexuality, but broader in regards to other things, like 

eschatology. We believe the TGC statement more accurately captures the Biblical center of our church. 

Part of the impact of adopting a new statement of faith is the implication this has with our denominational 

affiliation with the EFCA. We have had a growing sense for some time that the EFCA is no longer the 

best fit for us in terms of Biblical distinctives, church culture, missional strategy, philosophy of ministry, 

and pastoral affiliation. These questions have now come to the forefront, because to change our 

statement of faith means that we would have to change our denominational affiliation as well. So, we 



want to discuss with you at our April 20 meeting the recommendations we are making in this regard, and 

what this will mean for us denominationally going forward. 

A second but closely related item that we will discuss at this upcoming meeting is our previously 

announced affiliation with the Sojourn Network. While the SN is not a denomination, it will be important 

for you to understand more fully what has driven us in this decision to affiliate with it, and how this 

affiliation will function in the life of Four Oaks.  It will also be helpful for us to discuss with you the 

difference between a network (which is more oriented towards mission, church planting, and pastoral 

relationships) and a denomination (which is geared toward education, long-term stability, and licensure/

ordination). 

Finally at the April 20 meeting, we will discuss some miscellaneous by-law revisions that the elders are 

recommending. These by-law revisions are ones that deal with such issues as our leadership structures, 

elder and pastor responsibilities, financial parameters, and the like.  These proposed changes will be 

considered and voted on en toto by our members. To help you prepare for that vote, we are providing 

you with a copy of our current bylaws, the proposed bylaws, and a summary of the changes the elders 

are putting forward. All of these documents can be accessed by going to http://

www.fouroakschurch.com/bylaws on your computer or mobile device. Happy reading! 

We know that this will raise many questions (as it should!), and we are more than eager to engage with 

you on them. In fact, when we met with our Fellowship Group leaders, co-leaders, and spouses several 

weeks ago, we forecasted these changes and issues to them, and solicited their feedback at that time. 

We look forward to doing the same with the rest of you on April 20! 

For His Church, 

 

Pastor Paul 
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