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Text: Acts 4:1–31 (ESV)

nd as they were speaking to 
the people, the priests and the 
captain of  the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 2 

greatly annoyed because they were teach-
ing the people and proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they 
arrested them and put them in custody 
until the next day, for it was already 
evening. 4 But many of  those who had 
heard the word believed, and the number 
of  the men came to about five thousand. 

5 On the next day their rulers and elders 
and scribes gathered together in Jeru-
salem, 6 with Annas the high priest and 
Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and 
all who were of  the high-priestly family. 
7 And when they had set them in the 
midst, they inquired, “By what power or 
by what name did you do this?” 8 Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of  the people and elders, 9 if  
we are being examined today concerning 
a good deed done to a crippled man, by 
what means this man has been healed, 10 

let it be known to all of  you and to all the 
people of  Israel that by the name of  Jesus 
Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him 
this man is standing before you well. 11 
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation 
in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which 
we must be saved.” 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of  
Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they 
had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man 
who was healed standing beside them, 
they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 
But when they had commanded them to 
leave the council, they conferred with one 
another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with 
these men? For that a notable sign has 
been performed through them is evident 
to all the inhabitants of  Jerusalem, and we 
cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may 

1
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spread no further among the people, let 
us warn them to speak no more to anyone 
in this name.” 18 So they called them and 
charged them not to speak or teach at all 
in the name of  Jesus. 19 But Peter and John 
answered them, “Whether it is right in the 
sight of  God to listen to you rather than to 
God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but 
speak of  what we have seen and heard.” 
21 And when they had further threatened 
them, they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them, because of  the people, for 
all were praising God for what had hap-
pened. 22 For the man on whom this sign 
of  healing was performed was more than 
forty years old. 

23 When they were released, they went to 
their friends and reported what the chief  
priests and the elders had said to them. 24 
And when they heard it, they lifted their 
voices together to God and said, “Sover-
eign Lord, who made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea and everything in them, 
25 who through the mouth of  our father 
David, your servant, said by the Holy 
Spirit, 

“ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the 
peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of  
the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
were gathered together, against the 
Lord and against his Anointed’— 

27 for truly in this city there were gath-
ered together against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and 
the peoples of  Israel, 28 to do whatever 
your hand and your plan had predestined 
to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon 
their threats and grant to your servants 
to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness, 30 while you stretch out your 
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of  your 
holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they 
had prayed, the place in which they were 
gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of  God with 
boldness.
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Context

• Annas, formerly a high priest (6-15 AD), 
had been deposed by the Romans but 
retained the title his entire life like U.S. 
Presidents. His son-in-law Caiaphas was 
the Roman appointed official high priest, 
but Annas seemed to be the real power 
behind scenes. Sadducees were wealthy 
aristocrats in Jerusalem who held a major-
ity of  70 seats of  Sanhedrin ruling council. 
They mingled with the Romans and were 
in tension with the zealot, and often mili-
taristic, Pharisees who hated Rome.

• Pharisees gave weight both to oral tradi-
tion and Scripture, but Sadducees were 
surprisingly all about the sole authority of  
the Word of  God - their issue was one of  
interpretation. Sadducees denied:

 » Any afterlife at all.
 » Post-death resurrection. 
 » The existence of  a spirit world.
 » God’s involvement in everyday life.

• Whereas Pharisees were concerned with 
issues of  salvation, Sadducees were more 
political. Their offense was taken not so 
much because Jesus showed a way into 
heaven by faith, but the fact that Jesus 
could bring unwanted Roman aggression 
that would subvert their high place in 
society.

• The Sanhedrin is the supreme council of  
Ancient Israel, and was comprised of  70 
men + 1 High Priest (Numbers 11:16). 

• We once again see an emphasis on “filling” 
of  the Holy Spirit. This meant the disciples 
were empowered to proclaim God’s Word, 
which is the fulfillment of  Jesus’ promise 
in Acts 1:8. This becomes a recurring 
theme, as disciples are able to proclaim 
with a clarity, boldness and power that 
is almost completely absent in Luke’s 
Gospel. 

• By quoting Joel 2:32, Peter emphasizes 
that the coming of  the Holy Spirit points 
to a proclamation that “everyone who calls 
on the name of  the Lord will be saved.” 
Holy Spirit drives towards mission.

Context
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For Personal Reflection

• Read Matthew 22. What does Jesus’ parable and interactions with the Sadducees and Pharisees 
tells us about the religious establishment at the time? Did they come to Jesus in faith or hardness 
of  heart? 

• In response to miraculous healing, the Sadducees and other leaders were “greatly annoyed.” 
Based on what we know of  the Sadducees (summarized in the “Context” section), why were they 
so perplexed and angered?

• In addition to theological reasons, what might have motivated their unbelief  according to verse 7 
and verses 13-16? 

• When Peter gives a defense for his preaching and healing ministry, what particular evidence 
concerning Jesus does he assert? What similar kind of  power was a proof  that the miraculous is 
possible? 

• What exactly had the apostles “seen and heard” in verse 20? How important was this to the 
preaching of  the early church? (see Acts 1:22, 2:24, 2:31, 4:2) 

For Personal Reflection
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Group Discussion

• What points of  teaching or application from the sermon were helpful to you this week? How are 
you applying them? 

• What sorts of  opposition have you experienced in confessing and proclaiming your faith? What 
objections are common? 

• What about Acts 4:12 is particularly offensive? How should we respond to charges of  
intolerance?

• Many people fall on one side of  a “fight” spectrum when it comes to opposition. They may have 
an instinct to fight and need to work on grace or they may be too quick to accommodate and need 
to speak more boldly. Where do you naturally land in areas of  boldness? 

Group Discussion
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One Life

One difficult aspect of  faithful Christian 
confession is the potential for disdain. We are 
increasingly faced with an opposing world-
view when attempting to describe Jesus and 
His work in our lives. You may feel discour-
aged. You may wonder if  you’ll ever break 
through all of  the opposition or overcome 
the fear of  sounding intolerant, unloving or 
dumb. 

Acts 4 invites us to remember that it is 
chiefly a spiritual battle we wage. Opposition 
to Jesus is not opposition to you personally. 
It is not an indictment on your persuasive 
skills. Read Ephesians 6 and pray that God 
gives you insight as you engage with those 
who need Christ. 

Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) 
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of  evil in the heavenly places. 

Short Reading1 

Spurgeon on Psalm 2 from The Trea-
sury of  David 

*Turn in your bibles to Psalm 2, which is quoted in 
Acts 4. Read the psalm and then consider the fol-
lowing commentary from Charles Spurgeon. It may 
help you see why this psalm gave the early church so 
much confidence when facing opposition.  

Verses 1-3. We have, in these first three 
verses, a description of  the hatred of  human 
nature against the Christ of  God. No better 
comment is needed upon it than the apos-
tolic song in Acts 4:27, 28: “for truly in this 
city there were gathered together against 
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with 
the Gentiles and the peoples of  Israel, to do 
whatever your hand and your plan had pre-
destined to take place.” 

The Psalm begins abruptly with an angry 
interrogation; and well it may: it is surely but 
little to be wondered at, that the sight of  crea-
tures in arms against their God should amaze 
the psalmist’s mind. We see the heathen 
raging, roaring like the sea, tossed to and fro 
with restless waves, as the ocean in a storm; 
and then we mark the people in their hearts 
imagining a vain thing against God. Where 

1 Spurgeon, C. H. Psalm 2. C.H. Spurgeon’s Trea-
sury of  David. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Pub. House, 1940. N. pag. Print.

One Life Short Reading1
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there is much rage there is generally some 
folly, and in this case there is an excess of  it. 

Note, that the commotion is not caused by 
the people only, but their leaders foment the 
rebellion. “The kings of  the earth set them-
selves.” In determined malice they arrayed 
themselves in opposition against God. It was 
not temporary rage, but deep-seated hate, 
for they set themselves resolutely to with-
stand the Prince of  Peace. “And the rulers 
take counsel together.” They go about their 
warfare craftily, not with foolish haste, but 
deliberately. They use all the skill which art 
can give. Like Pharaoh, they cry, “Let us deal 
wisely with them.” O that men were half  as 
careful in God’s service to serve him wisely, 
as his enemies are to attack his kingdom 
craftily. Sinners have their wits about them, 
and yet saints are dull. 

But what say they? What is the meaning 
of  this commotion? “Let us break their 
bands asunder.” “Let us be free to commit all 
manner of  abominations. Let us be our own 
gods. Let us rid ourselves of  all restraint.” 
Gathering impudence by the traitorous 
proposition of  rebellion, they add—”let us 
cast away;” as if  it were an easy matter — “let 
us fling off  ‘their cords from us.’” What! O 
you kings, do you think yourselves Samsons? 
And are the bands of  Omnipotence but as 
green withs before you? Do you dream that 
you shall snap to pieces and destroy the 
mandates of  God—the decrees of  the Most 

High—as if  they were but tow? And do you 
say, “Let us cast away their cords from us?” 
Yes! There are monarchs who have spoken 
thus, and there are still rebels upon thrones. 
However mad the resolution to revolt from 
God, it is one in which man has persevered 
ever since his creation, and he continues in it 
to this very day. 

The glorious reign of  Jesus in the latter day 
will not be consummated, until a terrible 
struggle has convulsed the nations. His 
coming will be as a refiner’s fire, and like full-
er’s soap, and the day thereof  shall burn as an 
oven. Earth loves not her rightful monarch, 
but clings to the usurper’s sway: the terrible 
conflicts of  the last days will illustrate both 
the world’s love of  sin and Jehovah’s power 
to give the kingdom to his only Begotten. To 
a graceless neck the yoke of  Christ is intol-
erable, but to the saved sinner it is easy and 
light. We may judge ourselves by this, do we 
love that yoke, or do we wish to cast it from 
us?

Verse 4. Let us now turn our eyes from the 
wicked counsel-chamber and raging tumult 
of  man, to the secret place of  the majesty of  
the Most High. What does God say? What 
will the King do unto the men who reject his 
only-begotten Son, the Heir of  all things? 
Mark the quiet dignity of  the Omnipotent 
One, and the contempt which he pours upon 
the princes and their raging people. He has 
not taken the trouble to rise up and do battle 
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with them—he despises them, he knows how 
absurd, how irrational, how futile are their 
attempts against him—he therefore laughs at 
them.

Verses 5-9. After he has laughed he shall 
speak; he needs not smite; the breath of  his 
lips is enough. At the moment when their 
power is at its height, and their fury most 
violent, then shall his Word go forth against 
them. And what is it that he says?—it is a 
very galling sentence—”Yet,” says he, “despite 
your malice, despite your tumultuous gath-
erings, despite the wisdom of  your counsels, 
despite the craft of  your lawgivers, ‘yet have 
I set my king upon my holy hill of  Zion’.” Is 
not that a grand exclamation! He has already 
done that which the enemy seeks to prevent. 
While they are proposing, he has disposed 
the matter. Jehovah’s will is done, and man’s 
will frets and raves in vain. God’s Anointed 
is appointed, and shall not be disappointed. 
Look back through all the ages of  infidelity, 
hearken to the high and hard things which 
men have spoken against the Most High, 
listen to the rolling thunder of  earth’s volleys 
against the Majesty of  heaven, and then 
think that God is saying all the while, “Yet 
have I set my king upon my holy hill of  Zion.” 

Yet Jesus reigns, yet he sees the travail of  
his soul, and “his unsuffering kingdom yet 
shall come” when he shall take unto himself  
his great power, and reign from the river 
unto the ends of  the earth. Even now he 

reigns in Zion, and our glad lips sound forth 
the praises of  the Prince of  Peace. Greater 
conflicts may here be foretold, but we may 
be confident that victory will be given to our 
Lord and King. Glorious triumphs are yet to 
come; hasten them, we pray thee, O Lord! It 
is Zion’s glory and joy that her King is in her, 
guarding her from foes, and filling her with 
good things. Jesus sits upon the throne of  
grace, and the throne of  power in the midst 
of  his church. In him is Zion’s best safeguard; 
let her citizens be glad in him.

Verse 10. The scene again changes, and 
counsel is given to those who have taken 
counsel to rebel. They are exhorted to obey, 
and give the kiss of  homage and affection to 
him whom they have hated.

“Be wise.”—It is always wise to be willing to be 
instructed, especially when such instruction 
tends to the salvation of  the soul. “Be wise 
now, therefore;” delay no longer, but let good 
reason weigh with you. Your warfare cannot 
succeed, therefore desist and yield cheer-
fully to him who will make you bow if  you 
refuse his yoke. O how wise, how infinitely 
wise is obedience to Jesus, and how dreadful 
is the folly of  those who continue to be his 
enemies! 

“Serve the Lord with fear;” let reverence and 
humility be mingled with your service. He is 
a great God, and ye are but puny creatures; 
bend ye, therefore, in lowly worship, and let 
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a filial fear mingle with all your obedience to 
the great Father of  the Ages. 

“Rejoice with trembling,”—There must ever 
be a holy fear mixed with the Christian’s joy. 
This is a sacred compound, yielding a sweet 
smell, and we must see to it that we burn 
no other upon the altar. Fear, without joy, is 
torment; and joy, without holy fear, would be 
presumption. Mark the solemn argument for 
reconciliation and obedience. It is an awful 
thing to perish in the midst of  sin, in the very 
way of  rebellion; and yet how easily could 
his wrath destroy us suddenly. It needs not 
that his anger should be heated seven times 
hotter; let the fuel kindle but a little, and we 
are consumed. O sinner! Take heed of  the 
terrors of  the Lord; for “our God is a consum-
ing fire.” 

Note the benediction with which the Psalm 
closes:—”Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him.” Have we a share in this blessed-
ness? Do we trust in him? Our faith may be 
slender as a spider’s thread; but if  it be real, 
we are in our measure blessed. The more we 
trust, the more fully shall we know this bless-
edness. We may therefore close the Psalm 
with the prayer of  the apostles:—”Lord, 
increase our faith.”

For Further Reading  

The Intolerance of Tolerance
- DA Carson

For Further Reading
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Text: Acts 4:32–5:11 (ESV)

ow the full number of  those 
who believed were of  one 
heart and soul, and no one 
said that any of  the things 

that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common. 33 
And with great power the apostles were 
giving their testimony to the resurrection 
of  the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were 
owners of  lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of  what was sold 
35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 
36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by 
the apostles Barnabas (which means son 
of  encouragement), a Levite, a native of  
Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to 
him and brought the money and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet. 

Chapter 5

1 But a man named Ananias, with his 
wife Sapphira, sold a piece of  property, 

2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept 
back for himself  some of  the proceeds 
and brought only a part of  it and laid 
it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, 
“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back 
for yourself  part of  the proceeds of  the 
land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it 
not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it 
that you have contrived this deed in your 
heart? You have not lied to man but to 
God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, 
he fell down and breathed his last. And 
great fear came upon all who heard of  it. 6 
The young men rose and wrapped him up 
and carried him out and buried him. 
7 After an interval of  about three hours 
his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell 
me whether you sold the land for so 
much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 
9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you 
have agreed together to test the Spirit 
of  the Lord? Behold, the feet of  those 
who have buried your husband are at 

32
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the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 
Immediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last. When the young men 
came in they found her dead, and they 

carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband. 11 And great fear came upon the 
whole church and upon all who heard of  
these things.

Context

• Note the emphasis on community and 
grace in Acts 4:32-35. This description is 
intentional to set up a stark contrast with 
the following scene. 

• This is the 2nd time community has been 
presented as a way of  life for the early 
church. We must note that sharing of  
property and resources was a voluntary 
action (no one said that any of  the things 
belonged to them) rather than a prescrip-
tion of  socialism. Modern day commu-
nism works on the principle of  coercion 
which directly opposes the free, generous 
work of  the Spirit in the book of  Acts. 

• Common (κοινά) is the root word for 
fellowship (κοινωνίᾳ) in the NT. It is used 5 
times in Acts and indicates that the disci-
ples gathered around a shared identity.

• The word for “kept back” = ‘to put aside for 
oneself, to keep back’ in a secret and dis-
honest way. The issue is not primarily the 

action, but that Ananias had contrived the 
deed in his heart. (Acts 5:4) He threatened 
to derail the trust of  the community. 

• Septuagint uses this word in the story of  
Achan (Josh 7:1) who held back spoils from 
Jericho that were dedicated to God.

• This passage gives us evidence that the 
Holy Spirit is God and a person: He knew 
their offense and they were personally 
directed at Him. 

• The text tells us the lie was to the Holy 
Spirit and later says Ananias lied to God 
not man, therefore Holy Spirit is God.

• Fear (φόβος) is a major theme in the text, 
being noted in 5:5 and 5:11. It is the same 
word used positively in chapter 2 (2:43) 
when the disciples work wonders and in 
9:31 when the church was walking in the 
fear of  the Lord. 

Context
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For Personal Reflection

• What sort of  ‘fear’ do you think came upon the whole church in Acts 5:11? Look how the word is 
used in Acts 2:43. How do we maintain a healthy ‘fear’ of  God? 

• Read Psalm 15. What connections are made between holiness and fear? 

• In what ways are you tempted to justify or explain away sin? Do you repent impartially or walk in 
just enough holiness to fit in? 

• Truthfulness seems to be at the heart of  this passage. Are you committed to speaking truth in all 
of  your conversations? Even when it will cost you something? In what areas are you tempted to 
lie? 

• When you consider the last instance you knowingly withheld the truth or lied, what did you fear 
losing? What seemed more appealing than walking in the truth? 

For Personal Reflection
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Group Discussion

• Discuss any particularly difficult sections of  this passage. What is so startling about it? 

• How did the sermon help you think through the connections between fear and holiness? 

• Can your group offer suggestions on maintaining a proper fear of  the Lord? How can we remem-
ber that God is completely, utterly and stunningly holy? 

• What role did the community have in this passage? What role should it have in our 
sanctification? 

Group Discussion
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One Life

A major mark of  the early church is noted 
in Acts 4:34, ‘there was not a needy person 
among them.’ Consider how you might meet 
a need this week. What specific way could 
you use generous or skill or time to lighten 
the load for the person you’ve been praying 
for? Ask God to help you be creative. It’ll take 
more than willingness for the right moment 
and right opportunity to serve a need, but 
it starts with willingness. Are you willing to 
serve?

Short Reading1 

“Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify 
Thy name? for Thou only are holy” (Rev. 
15:4). He only is independently, infinitely, 
immutably holy. In Scripture he is frequently 
styled “The Holy One”: He is so because the 
sum of  all moral excellency is found in him. 
He is absolute Purity, unsullied even by the 
shadow of  sin. “God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). Holiness is 
the very excellency of  the Divine nature: the 
great God is “glorious in holiness” (Exod. 
15:11). Therefore do we read, “Thou art of  
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 
look on iniquity” (Hab. 1:13). As God’s power 
is the opposite of  the native weakness of  
the creature, as his wisdom is in complete 

1 Pink, Arthur Walkington. The Attributes of  
God. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1975. 
Print.

contrast from the least defect of  under-
standing or folly, so his holiness is the very 
antithesis of  all moral blemish or defilement. 
Of  old God appointed singers in Israel “that 
they should praise the beauty of  holiness” (2 
Chron 20:21). “Power is God’s hand or arm, 
omniscience His eye, mercy His bowels, eter-
nity His duration, but holiness is His beauty” 
(Stephen Charnock). It is this, supremely, 
which renders him lovely to those who are 
delivered from sin’s dominion. 

A chief  emphasis is placed upon this perfec-
tion of  God: 

God is oftener styled Holy than Almighty, and 
set forth by this part of His dignity more than 
by any other. This is more fixed on as an epithet 
to His name than any other: You never find 
it expressed “His mighty name” or “His wise 
name,” but His great name, and most of all, His 
holy name. This is the greatest title of honour; in 
this latter doth the majesty and venerableness of 
His name appear. (Stephen Charnock) 

This perfection, as none other, is solemnly 
celebrated before the Throne of  Heaven, the 
seraphim crying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
of  hosts” (Isa. 6:3). God himself  singles out 
this perfection, “Once have I sworn by my 
holiness” (Ps. 89:35). God swears by his “holi-
ness” because that is a fuller expression of  
himself  than anything else. Therefore are we 
exhorted, “Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of  
his, and give thanks at the remembrance of  
his holiness” (Ps. 30:4). “This may be said to 

One Life

Short Reading1
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be a transcendental attribute, that, as it were, 
runs through the rest, and casts lustre upon 
them. It is an attribute of  attributes” (John 
Howe, 1670). Thus we read of  “the beauty of  
the Lord” (Ps. 27:4), which is none other than 
“the beauty of  holiness” (Ps. 110:3). 

As it seems to challenge an excellency above all 
his other perfections, so it is the glory of all the 
rest: as it is the glory of the Godhead, so it is the 
glory of every perfection in the Godhead; as His 
power is the strength of them, so His holiness is 
the beauty of them; as all would be weak without 
the almightiness to back them, so all would 
be uncomely without holiness to adorn them. 
Should this be sullied, all the rest would lose their 
honour; as at the same instant the sun should 
lose its light, it would lose its heat, its strength, 
its generative and quickening virtue. As sin-
cerity is the lustre of every grace in a Christian, 
so is purity the splendour of every attribute in 
the Godhead. His justice is a holy justice, His 
wisdom a holy wisdom, His arm of power a 
“holy arm” (Psa. 98:1), His truth or promise a 
“holy promise” (Psa. 105:42). His name, which 
signifies all His attributes in conjunction, “is 
holy” (Psa. 103:1). (Stephen Charnock)

For Further Reading

The Holiness of God
- RC Sproul

For Further Reading
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Text: Acts 5:12–42 (ESV)

ow many signs and wonders 
were regularly done among 
the people by the hands of  
the apostles. And they were 

all together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 
None of  the rest dared join them, but the 
people held them in high esteem. 14 And 
more than ever believers were added to 
the Lord, multitudes of  both men and 
women, 15 so that they even carried out 
the sick into the streets and laid them on 
cots and mats, that as Peter came by at 
least his shadow might fall on some of  
them. 16 The people also gathered from 
the towns around Jerusalem, bringing 
the sick and those afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all healed. 

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who 
were with him (that is, the party of  the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 
they arrested the apostles and put them 
in the public prison. 19 But during the 
night an angel of  the Lord opened the 
prison doors and brought them out, and 
said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and 

speak to the people all the words of  this 
Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they 
entered the temple at daybreak and began 
to teach. 

Now when the high priest came, and 
those who were with him, they called 
together the council, all the senate of  the 
people of  Israel, and sent to the prison 
to have them brought. 22 But when the 
officers came, they did not find them in 
the prison, so they returned and reported, 
23 “We found the prison securely locked 
and the guards standing at the doors, but 
when we opened them we found no one 
inside.” 24 Now when the captain of  the 
temple and the chief  priests heard these 
words, they were greatly perplexed about 
them, wondering what this would come 
to. 25 And someone came and told them, 
“Look! The men whom you put in prison 
are standing in the temple and teaching 
the people.” 26 Then the captain with the 
officers went and brought them, but not 
by force, for they were afraid of  being 
stoned by the people. 

Week 9 11/02/14
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27 And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And the 
high priest questioned them, 28 saying, 
“We strictly charged you not to teach in 
this name, yet here you have filled Jeru-
salem with your teaching, and you intend 
to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We 
must obey God rather than men. 30 The 
God of  our fathers raised Jesus, whom 
you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 
God exalted him at his right hand as 
Leader and Savior, to give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of  sins. 32 And we 
are witnesses to these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were 
enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a 
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a 
teacher of  the law held in honor by all the 
people, stood up and gave orders to put 
the men outside for a little while. 35 And 
he said to them, “Men of  Israel, take care 
what you are about to do with these men. 

36 For before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a number 
of  men, about four hundred, joined him. 
He was killed, and all who followed him 
were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 
After him Judas the Galilean rose up in 
the days of  the census and drew away 
some of  the people after him. He too 
perished, and all who followed him were 
scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell 
you, keep away from these men and let 
them alone, for if  this plan or this under-
taking is of  man, it will fail; 39 but if  it is 
of  God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them. You might even be found opposing 
God!” So they took his advice, 40 and 
when they had called in the apostles, they 
beat them and charged them not to speak 
in the name of  Jesus, and let them go. 41 
Then they left the presence of  the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And 
every day, in the temple and from house 
to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
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Context

• The apostles were the ones doing the signs 
and wonders according to verse 12. Most 
theologians have taken this to mean the 
apostles had a special/particular gift of  
healing reserved for the establishment of  
the church. 

• This type of  healing is exactly what the 
believers had prayed for in the latter part 
of  Acts 4. Acts 4:30 (ESV) — “while you 
stretch out your hand to heal, and signs 
and wonders are performed through the 
name of  your holy servant Jesus.”) 

• In Acts 5:19 we encounter “an angel of  
the Lord.” The angel of  the Lord shows 
up numerous times in Acts in differing 
capacities. 1) As messenger (Acts 8:26) 2) 
As judgment (Acts 12:23) 3) As deliverer 
(Acts 12:7)

• An angel of  the Lord is mentioned after 
the birth of  Christ, but the angel of  the 
Lord never is. It is possible that The Angel 
is the pre-incarnate Christ and an angel is 
just a general messenger. For a thorough 
treatment of  The Angel of  the Lord in the 
Old Testament, see Cross Reference from 
David Murray1. 

• Gamaliel was the most prominent rabbi 
of  his day and the teacher of  Apostle Paul 
(see Acts 22:3).

1 www.ligonier.org/store/crossreference-dvd/

• The Council and the Senate were two 
names for same group, the Sanhedrin. 
They met at daybreak when there would 
be a gathering at Temple for morning 
sacrifices.

• In verse 36 we see a reference to Theudas. 
The Messiah in Israel was always thought 
to have been a conquering hero who would 
oust Rome, so any figure that came out 
and gained traction had a Messiah-like 
following. Theudas is not mentioned in 
historical records anywhere other than in 
Acts (which probably means Rome did a 
good clean-up job in wiping him out.)

• Judas the Galilean, a member of  the 
Zealous sect, led a tax revolt in 6 AD. There 
were 4 main sects in 1st century Judaism - 
Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes and Zealots. 
The Zealots were theocratic and believed 
they should pay no taxes to Rome because 
they were God’s people. This is an inter-
esting contrast to Jesus, who taught that 
because they are God’s people they must 
pay taxes to Rome.

• It is interesting that previous Messiah 
movements began with a figurehead, 
gained traction during their lives, and 
ended abruptly when the figurehead was 
killed by Rome. In Jesus’ case, while con-
sistently downplaying His desire to gather 
a crowd (often assaulting them with hard 
sayings), he was killed by Rome and then 
the movement gains traction.

Context
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For Personal Reflection

• Read Mark 16:20. What connection is there between signs and the gospel? Why did the apostles 
have such profound miraculous gifts? 

• Read 2 Corinthians 12:12. Signs and wonders are the sign of  what? How does this help us inter-
pret some of  what we see in Acts? 

• Acts 5:13 reminds us that it is much easier to become a “fan” of  Jesus than a follower. Are there 
areas of  your life where your esteem for Christ or the church has not yet translated to obedience? 
Do you esteem those who serve the poor but can’t quite get there yourself? Evangelism? Prayer? 
Giving? Hospitality? 

• What is a consistent theme in 5:20, 5:21, 5:25, 5:28, 5:40, and 5:42? How does this inform our 
responsibility as witnesses to the gospel? 

• Why does Peter say “the God of  our fathers” in verse 30? What does he know about the audience 
he is teaching? How can we learn from this? 

For Personal Reflection
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Group Discussion

• Which aspect of  the sermon has motivated you to apply scripture to your life? Have you found 
ways to implement the Word in response to what you’ve learned? 

• How did the sermon help you think through the connections between miraculous healings and 
the ministry of  the apostles? What areas of  confusion remain? 

• Consider verse 41. How is this attitude possible? Do we see this kind of  commitment in the 
church today? How do we normally perceive hardship?

• What implications would Acts 5 have for us if  our culture continued to trend in a more antago-
nistic direction? How can we balance the need for boldness and gentleness? 

Group Discussion
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One Life

Acts 5 shows us an impetus for “bringing the 
sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits” 
(Acts 5:16). They carried the sick and gathered 
the needy and the destitute in order that 
they might find healing. This reminds us of  a 
similar story from the Gospels.

Luke 5:18–20 (ESV)
18 And behold, some men were bringing on a 
bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were 
seeking to bring him in and lay him before 
Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, 
because of  the crowd, they went up on the 
roof  and let him down with his bed through 
the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And 
when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your 
sins are forgiven you.”

Do you see that Jesus commended the faith 
of  those who brought the man? He saw their 
faith. It could be that you struggle to believe 
God can really heal. The person or people 
you are praying for are too hardened, their 
circumstances too difficult, their doubts too 
monumental. Take some time to confess 
these doubts and worries. Tell God that 
you’ve had trouble seeing what transforma-
tion will look like or how it could possibly 
happen. Then, recommit to “seeking to bring 
him (or her) in.”

Short Reading1 

excerpts from Here I Stand: A Life of  
Luther by Roland Bainton

You ask me what I shall do if I am called by the 
emperor. I will go even if I am too sick to stand on 
my feet. If Caesar calls me, God calls me. If violence 
is used, as well it may be, I commend my cause to 
God. He lives and reigns who saved the three youths 
from the fiery furnace of the king of Babylon, and 
if He will not save me, my head is worth nothing 
compared with Christ. This is no time to think of 
safety. I must take care that the gospel is not brought 
into contempt by our fear to confess and seal our 
teaching with our blood. 

His mood is more fully revealed in letters to 
Staupitz. 

This is not the time to cringe, but to cry aloud when 
our Lord Jesus Christ is damned, reviled, and blas-
phemed. If you exhort me to humility, I exhort you 
to pride. The matter is very serious. We see Christ 
suffer. If hitherto we ought to have been silent and 
humble, I ask you whether now, when the blessed 
Saviour is mocked, we should not fight for him. My 
father, the danger is greater than many think. Now 
applies the word of the gospel, “He who confesses 
me before men, him will I confess in the presence of 
my father, and he who denies me before men, him 
will I deny.” I write this candidly to you because I 
am afraid you hesitate between Christ and the pope, 

1 Bainton, Roland (2013-04-16). Here I Stand - A 
Life Of  Martin Luther (Kindle Locations 2468-
2520). Read Books Ltd. Kindle Edition.

One Life Short Reading1



32Week 9 – Acts 5:12-42 the book of ACTS
UNCONQUERED

though they are diametrically contrary. Let us pray 
that the Lord Jesus will destroy the son of perdition 
with the breath of his mouth. If you will not follow, 
permit me to go. I am greatly saddened by your sub-
missiveness . You seem to me to be a very different 
Staupitz from the one who used to preach grace and 
the cross. . . . Father, do you remember when we were 
at Augsburg you said to me, “Remember, brother, 
you started this in the name of the Lord Jesus.” I 
have never forgotten that, and I say it now to you. 
I burned the pope’s books at first with fear and 
trembling, but now I am lighter in heart than I have 
ever been in my life. They are so much more pestilent 
than I supposed. 

On the sixteenth of  April, Luther entered 
Worms in a Saxon two-wheeled cart with a few 
companions. The imperial herald preceded, 
wearing the eagle upon his cloak. Although 
it was the dinner hour, two thousand turned 
out to conduct Luther to his lodging. On the 
following day at four o’clock Luther was waited 
upon by the herald and the imperial marshal, 
who conducted him furtively, to avoid the 
crowds, to a meeting of  the emperor, the elec-
tors, and a portion of  the estates. The monk 
stood before the monarch, who exclaimed, 
“That fellow will never make a heretic of  me.” 

The scene lends itself  to dramatic portrayal. 
Here was Charles, heir of  a long line of  Catho-
lic sovereigns— of  Maximilian the romantic, 
of  Ferdinand the Catholic, of  Isabella the 
orthodox— scion of  the house of  Hapsburg, 
lord of  Austria, Burgundy, the Low Countries, 
Spain, and Naples, Holy Roman Emperor, 

ruling over a vaster domain than any save 
Charlemagne, symbol of  the medieval unities, 
incarnation of  a glorious if  vanishing heri-
tage; and here before him a simple monk, a 
miner’s son, with nothing to sustain him save 
his own faith in the Word of  God. 

Here the past and the future were met. Some 
would see at this point the beginning of  
modern times. The contrast is real enough. 
Luther himself  was sensible of  it in a measure. 
He was well aware that he had not been reared 
as the son of  Pharaoh’s daughter, but what 
overpowered him was not so much that he 
stood in the presence of  the emperor as this, 
that he and the emperor alike were called 
upon to answer before Almighty God.

Luther was examined by an official of  the 
Archbishop of  Trier, Eck by name, not of  
course the Eck of  the Leipzig debate. Luther 
was confronted with a pile of  his books and 
asked whether they were his. The very ques-
tion reopened the overture of  Glapion. Luther 
might now repudiate The Babylonian Captiv-
ity and invite discussion of  the financial and 
political pretensions of  the papacy. This was 
his opportunity to rally a united Germany. In a 
voice barely audible he answered, “The books 
are all mine, and I have written more.”

The door was closed, but Eck opened it again. 
“Do you defend them all, or do you care to 
reject a part?” Luther reflected aloud, “This 
touches God and his Word. This affects the 
salvation of  souls. Of  this Christ said, “He who 
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denies me before men, him will I deny before 
my father.” To say too little or too much would 
be dangerous. I beg you, give me time to think 
it over.” The emperor and the diet deliberated. 
Eck brought the answer. He expressed amaze-
ment that a theological professor should not 
be ready at once to defend his position, partic-
ularly since he had come for that very purpose. 
He deserved no consideration. Nevertheless, 
the emperor in his clemency would grant him 
until the morrow. Eck’s amazement has been 
so shared by some modern historians as to 
prompt the suggestion that Luther’s request 
was preconcerted, a part of  the stalling tactic 
of  Frederick the Wise. But anyone who recalls 
Luther’s tremors at his first mass will scarcely 
so interpret this hesitation. Just as then he 
wished to flee from the altar, so now he was 
too terrified before God to give an answer 
to the emperor. At the same time we must 
admit that Luther’s tremor before the Divine 
Majesty served actually to bring him before a 
plenary session of  the diet. 

On the following day, the eighteenth, a larger 
hall was chosen and was so crowded that 
scarcely any save the emperor could sit. The 
terror of  the Holy conspired to give Luther 
a hearing before the German nation. He had 
been summoned for four o’clock on the after-
noon of  the morrow, but the press of  business 
delayed his appearance until six. This time his 
voice was ringing. Eck reiterated the question 
of  the previous day. Luther responded: “Most 
serene emperor, most illustrious princes, most 
clement lords, if  I have not given some of  you 

your proper titles I beg you to forgive me. I 
am not a courtier, but a monk. You asked me 
yesterday whether the books were mine and 
whether I would repudiate them. They are all 
mine, but as for the second question, they are 
not all of  one sort.” This was a skillful move. 
By differentiating his works Luther won for 
himself  the opportunity of  making a speech 
instead of  answering simply yes or no. 

He went on: “Some deal with faith and life so 
simply and evangelically that my very enemies 
are compelled to regard them as worthy of  
Christian reading. Even the bull itself  does not 
treat all my books as of  one kind. If  I should 
renounce these, I would be the only man on 
earth to damn the truth confessed alike by 
friends and foes. A second class of  my works 
inveighs against the desolation of  the Chris-
tian world by the evil lives and teaching of  the 
papists. Who can deny this when the univer-
sal complaints testify that by the laws of  the 
popes the consciences of  men are racked?” 
“No!” broke in the emperor. Luther, unruffled, 
went on to speak of  the “incredible tyranny” 
by which this German nation was devoured. 
“Should I recant at this point, I would open 
the door to more tyranny and impiety, and it 
will be all the worse should it appear that I had 
done so at the instance of  the Holy Roman 
Empire.” This was a skillful plea to German 
nationalism, which had a strong following in 
the diet. Even Duke George the Catholic took 
the fore in presenting grievances. “A third 
class,” continued Luther, “contains attacks on 
private individuals. I confess I have been more 
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caustic than comports with my profession, 
but I am being judged, not on my life, but for 
the teaching of  Christ, and I cannot renounce 
these works either, without increasing tyranny 
and impiety. When Christ stood before Annas, 
he said, “Produce witnesses.” If  our Lord, who 
could not err, made this demand, why may not 
a worm like me ask to be convicted of  error 
from the prophets and the Gospels? If  I am 
shown my error, I will be the first to throw my 
books into the fire. I have been reminded of  
the dissensions which my teaching engenders. 
I can answer only in the words of  the Lord, “I 
came not to bring peace but a sword.” If  our 
God is so severe, let us beware lest we release 
a deluge of  wars, lest the reign of  this noble 
youth, Charles, be inauspicious. Take warning 
from the examples of  Pharaoh, the king of  
Babylon, and the kings of  Israel. God it is who 
confounds the wise. I must walk in the fear of  
the Lord. I say this not to chide but because 
I cannot escape my duty to my Germans. I 
commend myself  to Your Majesty. May you 
not suffer my adversaries to make you ill dis-
posed to me without cause. I have spoken.” 

Eck replied: “Martin, you have not sufficiently 
distinguished your works. The earlier were 
bad and the latter worse. Your plea to be 
heard from Scripture is the one always made 
by heretics. You do nothing but renew the 
errors of  Wyclif  and Hus. How will the Jews, 
how will the Turks, exult to hear Christians 
discussing whether they have been wrong all 
these years! Martin, how can you assume that 
you are the only one to understand the sense 

of  Scripture? Would you put your judgment 
above that of  so many famous men and claim 
that you know more than they all? You have 
no right to call into question the most holy 
orthodox faith, instituted by Christ the perfect 
lawgiver, proclaimed throughout the world 
by the apostles, sealed by the red blood of  the 
martyrs, confirmed by the sacred councils, 
defined by the Church in which all our fathers 
believed until death and gave to us as an inher-
itance, and which now we are forbidden by the 
pope and the emperor to discuss lest there be 
no end of  debate. I ask you, Martin— answer 
candidly and without horns— do you or do 
you not repudiate your books and the errors 
which they contain?” 

Luther replied, “Since then Your Majesty 
and your lordships desire a simple reply, I 
will answer without horns and without teeth. 
Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain 
reason— I do not accept the authority of  
popes and councils, for they have contra-
dicted each other— my conscience is captive 
to the Word of  God. I cannot and I will not 
recant anything, for to go against conscience 
is neither right nor safe. God help me. Amen.” 
The earliest printed version added the words: 
“Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.” 
The words, though not recorded on the spot, 
may nevertheless be genuine, because the 
listeners at the moment may have been 
too moved to write. Luther had spoken in 
German. He was asked to repeat in Latin. He 
was sweating. A friend called out, “If  you can’t 
do it, Doctor, you have done enough.” Luther 
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made again his affirmation in Latin, threw up 
his arms in the gesture of  a victorious knight, 
and slipped out of  the darkened hall, amid 
the hisses of  the Spaniards, and went to his 
lodging . Frederick the Wise went also to his 
lodging and remarked, “Dr. Martin spoke 
wonderfully before the emperor, the princes, 
and the estates in Latin and in German, but 

he is too daring for me.” On the following 
day Aleander heard the report that all six of  
the electors were ready to pronounce Luther 
a heretic. That would include Frederick the 
Wise. Spalatin says that Frederick was indeed 
much troubled to know whether Luther had or 
had not been convicted from the Scriptures.

NotesNotes
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Text: Acts 6:1–7 (ESV)

ow in these days when the 
disciples were increasing in 
number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the 

Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And 
the twelve summoned the full number 
of  the disciples and said, “It is not right 
that we should give up preaching the 
word of  God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 
brothers, pick out from among you seven 
men of  good repute, full of  the Spirit and 
of  wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of  the word.” 

5 And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of  faith and of  the Holy Spirit, 
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, 
a proselyte of  Antioch. 6 These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed and 
laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of  God continued to 
increase, and the number of  the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of  the priests became obedi-
ent to the faith.

   1

Week 10 11/9/14

Context

• Growth can cause problems, especially 
when that growth comes quickly. We do 
not know how much time has passed since 
Jesus ascended, but the church has multi-
plied and spread considerably. We know it 
numbers in the thousands and has grown 
diverse enough to included “Hellenists” 
and “Hebrews.” 

• Complaint (γογγυσμὸς) is the same word 
used in Greek Old Testament translations 
to refer to Israel’s grumbling again God. 
This is not to say that the Hellenists were 
unjust but probably serves to highlight the 
potentially devastating effects of  conflict. 
It was serious enough that the disciples 
listened intently and took action. 

Context
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• It is interesting to note that the 12 apostles 
are in view in this text. Tradition has the 
apostles being spread far and wide in min-
istry, with John being the only to escape 
martyrdom. At this early stage, they are 
giving clear direction and leadership to the 
church. 

• This text presents us with the task of  the 
apostles, as they understood it. Namely, 
they were to commit their lives to “prayer 
and to the ministry of  the word.” 

• Acts 6 is commonly thought of  as a “pro-
to-deacon” text of  scripture. The word 
deacon is not found but the principle of  
service is certainly central. These men 
“were full of  faith and of  the Holy Spirit” 
indicating that the Spirit of  God moves 
us toward service just as easily as the 
miraculous. 

For Personal Reflection

• What kinds of  grumbling do we hear in the church today? How do you respond?  

• Have you fallen into a pattern of  grumbling? Is there a hidden avenue for service (your service!) 
somewhere in the grumble? 

• Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13. What do you learn about the requirements for deacons? List the kinds of  
character traits Paul describes. 

For Personal Reflection
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• What vital role did the servants in Acts 6 play? How did they contribute to the gospel minis-
try? Are you tempted to think that “simple serving” is less important or vital to the work of  the 
kingdom? 

• Serving can often be seen as unspiritual work. What is significant about 6:6 in response to this 
thinking? 

• Why does the text make a point to include a note about the conversion of  priests? What particu-
lar hurdles would they have experienced in coming to faith? 

Group Discussion

• Which aspect of  the sermon has motivated you to apply scripture to your life? Have you found 
ways to implement the Word in response to what you’ve learned?  

• How did the sermon highlight the connection between gospel ministry and service to those in need?

Group Discussion
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Short Reading

• Discuss how a particular area of  service you are involved with serves the overall mission of  the 
church. Are you having trouble seeing those connections? How could you be more intentional to 
encourage people in areas where service may go unnoticed?

• Has your group discussed or identified needed areas of  service in the past? Can you see areas of  
need right now? What would it look like to help solve the problem? 

One LifeOne Life

The apostles seemed inordinately committed 
to “prayer and to the ministry of  the word.” 
This is likely because they understood the 
power of  the spoken, written and preached 
word to convert and strengthen. They were 
convinced that God’s Word is living and 
active. Charles Spurgeon was once asked how 
he defended the Bible and, more specifically, 
the gospel. To this he replied, “would a man 
defend a lion? The best defense of  a lion is to 
open the cage and let the lion out!” 

Has scripture remained in the cage? Are you 
finding creative and intentional ways to let 
the Word of  God speak into your relation-
ships? This week make an invitation to the 
study of  scripture. It could be something as 
simple as initiating a conversation concern-
ing scripture. Ask them if  they have read it. 
Invite them to spend a few weeks reading and 

discussing it with you over coffee. If  you are a 
part of  a meaningful study group, see if  they 
would be willing to join it.

Short Reading

from Gene Getz Elders and Leaders

When under house arrest in Rome, Paul 
wrote to the Philippians and greeted not only 
the “overseers” but also those he identified as 
“deacons” (1:1). This is the first time the term 
“deacons” (diakonoi) is used in the biblical 
story to designate a group of  people who 
were to serve in this kind of  official capacity. 
During the six to eight years Luke ministered 
as an apostolic representative in the church 
in Philippi, he apparently appointed not only 
those who were to “shepherd the flock” but 
also those who would assist the overseers (or 
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these shepherds) in their ministry. A couple 
of  years after Paul was released from prison, 
he once again used this terminology when he 
wrote his first letter to Timothy, listing not 
only the qualifications for elders/overseers, 
but also for deacons (1 Timothy 3:8–13). 

WORKS OF SERVICE 

Before looking at these character qualities, 
note that biblical writers used the basic terms 
diakoneo (to serve), diakonia (service), and 
diakonos (servant) to describe the ministry 
all believers should have within the body of  
Christ. For example, when Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians, he stated that it’s God’s plan that 
all believers are to be equipped “for works of  
service [diakonia]” (Ephesians 4:12). Though 
there are those who are to serve the body of  
Christ in a special way, every believer is to be a 
“deacon” or “servant” (diakonos) who partici-
pates in building up the body of  Christ (v. 16). 

THE ACTS 6 MEN 

The first illustration of  this kind of  special 
“service” (diakonia) happened in the church 
in Jerusalem when the apostles asked the 
Grecian Jews to select seven qualified men 
from among their number who could care for 
the Grecian widows. Their service enabled 
the apostles to continue to concentrate on 
their primary God-given responsibilities—to 
give their “attention to prayer and the min-
istry of  the word” (Acts 6:4). Though these 
“Acts 6” men are not identified as “deacons,” 

this unique event serves as a model in clari-
fying why official leaders with this title were 
appointed in various churches. As the seven 
men in Jerusalem assisted the apostles in 
meeting a unique cultural need at that time, 
just so “deacons” were later commissioned in 
the churches to assist elders/overseers in car-
rying out their shepherding responsibilities, 
which included helping them to meet unique 
cultural needs. 

A SUPRACULTURAL AND CULTURAL 
SEQUENCE 

When Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch of  Pisidia on the 
first missionary journey, they first of  all 
“appointed elders … in each church” (Acts 
14:23). There is no reference to “deacons.” 
And when Paul left Titus in Crete, he was 
to “straighten out what was left unfinished 
and appoint elders in every town” (Titus 1:5). 
Again, “deacons” are not mentioned. Does this 
mean that “deacons” were never appointed 
in these churches? Not at all. They simply 
were appointed at a later time. Elders/over-
seers were appointed first for two reasons. 
First, all believers need qualified shepherds 
who will first of  all feed them the Word of  
God. This is a spiritual need that crosses 
culture and is always necessary if  believers 
are going to grow and mature in Jesus Christ. 
Second, Paul and Barnabas appointed elders/
overseers in these towns and not deacons 
for pragmatic and cultural reasons. Initially, 
these churches were relatively small and the 
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elders/overseers did not need deacons to assist 
them in overseeing in the church. However, 
as the churches increased in numbers, so did 
special needs, and the elders/overseers faced 
the same challenge as the apostles faced in 
Jerusalem—to meet those needs and, at the 
same time, to maintain their shepherding 
priorities. This overall perspective also helps 

clarify why Paul and Peter listed and described 
specific “functions” for elders/overseers. These 
are supra-cultural responsibilities (see “A 
Comparison of  Getz, Gene A. (2003-08-01). 
Elders and Leaders: God’s Plan for Leading the 
Church - A Biblical, Historical and Cultural 
Perspective (Kindle Locations 1378-1412). 
Moody Publishers. Kindle Edition.

NotesNotes
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