
   

 

άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body and  each member belongs to all the 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ τ Romans 12:4-5 
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 άI am writing these things to you so that . . . you may know how one ought to  

behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God,  

a pillar and buttress of the truth.ò   

I Timothy 3:14-15  

 

 The Apostle Paul refers to the local church in a unique way, calling it the 

ñhousehold of God,ò which is another way of saying that the church is Godôs family.  In 

families, there is mutual commitment, service, submission, leadership, fellowship, and 

ministry, and so should it be in the body of Christ. This is why we believe that the local 

church should function as the center of every believerôs spiritual life, being the place 

where we commit ourselves to the churchôs mission to carry out the truth of the gospel 

to the world around us.  

 At Four Oaks Church, we believe that church membership is the vehicle God has 

given church leaders and church attenders to express their mutual commitment to one 

another. When you join the church, you are entering into a covenant relationship with 

a body of believers whereby you commit your very life to the ministries and mission of 

Four Oaks Church. Subsequently, the leaders of the church commit themselves to 

you, to shepherd, guide, lead, exhort, and encourage you in your walk with Christ.  

 Those who seek to officially join our body are not just given a vote; they are given 

a charge to actively serve and commit themselves to the life of the church. When you 

covenant yourself through membership at Four Oaks, you are making five core com-

mitments to the body of Christ: 

1. Submitting to the leadership of the pastors and elders at Four Oaks. 

2. Worshipping regularly with Godôs people. 

3. Serving actively at Four Oaks in a ministry. 

4. Participating in a Four Oaks Fellowship Group. 

5. Giving generously through your tithes to the financial needs of Four Oaks. 

 Completing Welcome to the Family is the first step in becoming a member. We 

encourage you to use this season as a time to deepen your rela-

tionship with the body of Christ as you seek to make Four Oaks 

your new church family. 

Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The Pastors of Four Oaks Community Church 
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Session 1: Membership Matters 
 

 
Personal and Ecclesiastical Introductions 

All of us have a story to tell, not just in regards to our conversion experience, but also to our 
experience with the church.  Our feelings about the church flow from these experiences with the 
church, which in turn guide our expectations of the church.  These expectations, if they are unhealthy, 
unbiblical, or unbalanced, will always lead us to disappointment, anger, and ultimately distance from 
the church.  This is why it will be really important in this class to bring the Word of God to bear upon 
these experiences, asking Christ to shape us by His Word and to guide our thinking about who or what 
the church is and the role it should play in our lives.   

A Thought to Consider: Almost every New Testament letter or book was written to address severe 
doctrinal, ethical, and moral problems in the early church.  In fact, without these problems, we would 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ōƛōƭŜΗ  .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǘƘǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŜƭέ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎΥ LŦ 
Christ loved the church enough to die for her, we can love her enough to be patient with her. 

Several Misconceptions About What the Church PRIMARILY Is 

Some view the church as a club, a place where people with similar interests gather together to talk and 
congregate.  Others view it as a haven from an unsafe world, a place to organize into a Christian sub-
culture, complete with Christian bookstores, clubs, gyms, restaurants, schools, and daycare.  People 
also increasingly look to the church as a provider of services, much as a citizen expects the government 
to provide health care, a military, roads, parks, and social services in exchange for paying taxes.  Still 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘŜŘΦ  hǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘǊŜŀǘ 
the church as a peripheral part of their spiritual lives, looking instead to the parachurch, the universal 
ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άŜƴƻǳƎƘέ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
involvement and commitment. 

While there are some pieces of truth in all of these conceptualizations of the church, they fall short of 
the Christ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎΦ 

What Is the Church? 

The church is the people that Christ has purchased through the new covenant of his blood (Rev. 4-5).   
The church is not a niche that we market to, as if we could focuse on reaching post-moderns or 20 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ![[ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘΣ ǊƛŎƘ ƻǊ ǇƻƻǊΣ 
ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǊ ǎƛƴƎƭŜΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƻǊ ōƭŀŎƪΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ όƛΦŜΦ άCƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ 
ǘƘƛǎΣ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ǘƘŀǘέύΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ²9Σ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
want to gravitate to the idea of the church universal, being a part of the Body of Christ in general but 
never a part of a local church in particular. Yet, this ignores the reality that none of the Bible, can be 
understood apart from what it means to be a part of a people.  Almost all of the New Testament books 
and letters were written to a particular people, in a particular place, as part of a particular local church. 

Why Does the Church Exist? 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
as a marriage displays the gospel, Christ and the church is the ultimate reality that marriage is pointing 
to.  It is to the local church primarily that the Great Commission has been given (Mt. 28:18-20), and it is 
only in the local church that the biblically orbed process of proclaiming, teaching, sending, discipling, 
and baptizing can be most fully realized. 
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The Church for You, Or You for the Church? 

Lƴ WƻǎƘ IŀǊǊƛǎΩ ōƻƻƪΣ ά{ǘƻǇ 5ŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩΣ ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ 
relationship to those who attend a church but never join.  In both realities, the person who only dates but 
never commits himself to a covenant relationship is more likely to be self-absorbed, self-focused, and in-tune 
to their own needs, not the needs of the other.  There reaches a point in every dating relationship, whether 
with someone else or with the church, that the courtship process becomes counter-productive, leading 
people to look to have their own needs met rather than meeting the needs of others.  So it is in the church: 
the call to serve becomes lost and obscured without a commitment to a body of believers. 

Why Membership Matters 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅΣ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛŘŜ όL 
Cor. 12; Eph. 3; Eph. 5).  The one that we believe most fully captures the essence of what it means to be 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ L ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ оΥмп-мрΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƻƛƪƻǎέΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
άƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  Lƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
mutual commitment, service, submission, leadership, fellowship, and ministry, and so should it be in the body 
of Christ.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
world around us. At Four Oaks Church, we believe that church membership is the vehicle God has given 
church leaders and church attenders to express their mutual commitment to one another. When you join the 
church, you are entering into a covenant relationship with a body of believers whereby you commit your very 
life to the ministries and mission of Four Oaks Church. Subsequently, the leaders of the church commit 
themselves to you, to shepherd, guide, lead, exhort, and encourage you in your walk with Christ. 

Why Membership is Difficult 

There are many things which make it difficult for some to acclimate themselves to the idea of committing 
themselves through membership to one church.  Culturally, we are a society that places a high value on 
individualism, autonomy, and freedom.  In addition, our affluence provides more lifestyle and travel options 
that take folks away from regular involvement in a church family.  Also related to this affluence is the 
materialism and consumer mindset that flows from it, making church simply one more option in a 
smorgasboard of lifestyle choices.  The anti-authoritarian attitude that permeates our culture is not 
conducive to such biblical values as church leadership and accountability, again making it difficult for people 
to wrap their minds around the idea of church membership and commitment. 

Why Membership is Biblical 

Ultimately, though, it is not enough to say that Four Oaks believes membership is important; thus, 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΣ ŘŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
conform our practices to the truth of the Scriptures. The question, then, is whether the Bible upholds and 
undergirds this practice and priority of church membership. There are five concepts and corresponding texts 
that we should consider: 

The Metaphor of the Body  Within the Context of a Local Churchς I Cor. 12:12-31 

Christians Are Required to Submit to Their Leaders ς Heb. 13:17; I Thes. 5:12-13; I Tim. 5; 17 

Shepherds Are Required to Care for Their Flock ς Acts 20:28; I Peter 5:2-3 

The Church is to Discipline Its Members - Matthew 18:15-17 

Church Discipline Involves a Distinct People ς I Corinthians 5, II Cor. 2 

 

Next Week: Being a Member at Four Oaks Church 
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Session 2: Being a Member at Four Oaks Church 
 

Church Membership is a Church Covenant 
²ƘŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦέ   ! ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
death bond made between two parties, and the Scriptures speak of both the marital covenant (I Cor. 7; Mt. 
19) and the covenant between Christ and His people (Jer. 31; Luke ).  While of a different kind, churches have 
traditionally used this covenantal language to express the seriousness of the commitment that they are 
making to one another and to Christ as they pledge their lives to Christ within the context of a community of 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ άƳƛǊǊƻǊǎέ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎΦ  

 

Membership Process and Commitments 
 
Covenant Commitments 

Submission to the leadership 
Generous financial giving through tithes and offerings 
Corporate worship 
Ministry team and service 
Fellowship Group Involvement 

 
Submission and Support of Leadership 
 

In the New Testament, there is a pattern of leadership that is typified in a plurality of elders who are tasked 
with the oversight and care of the church.  This is a reciprocal relationship as leaders are charged to lead, and 
church members are called to follow and submit (I Peter 5: 1; Heb. 13: 17).  This submission presupposes and 
ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΤ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
members of the local body who affirm them in their positions of leadership. 

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
While there is theological debate about the exact relationship between the Old Testament tithe and New 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ŜǘƘƛŎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όL /ƻǊΦ мсΥ мΤ LL /ƻǊΦ фύΦ  hǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΣ 
parachurch ministries, and Christian organizations outside the church is to be commended and participated 
ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜ 
resources and order ministry priorities for the sake of the spread of the gospel, both here and abroad. 

Corporate Worship 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ 
fellowship, service, and giving (I Cor. 16: 1; Hebrews 10: 19).  While there may be other gatherings and 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
both for their own souls and those of their families, and to honor and glorify Jesus Christ. 

Ministry and Service 
One of our fundamental affirmations is that ministry has not been entrusted to an elite guild of leaders who 
do the work of ministry for the body.  Rather, it is the job of leaders in the local body (Eph. 4) to equip the 
ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ άŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƎƛŦǘǎέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ Iƛǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ƛǎ 
to actively serve and be engaged in the Body. 



 7 

 

Fellowship Groups at Four Oaks 
Fellowship groups are the primary place for pastoral care and fellowship at Four Oaks. While the Scriptures do 
not command a fellowship group structure, they do admoninsh believers to exhort and encourage one 
another daily (Hebrews 4: 12; 10: 24-25).  The way that we operationalize these commands is to call our 
people to participate in a structure that facilitates these sorts of relationships.  

Churches do one of two things: They either practice systematic care and encouragement of the congregation 
or systematic neglect of the congregation.  Our network of fellowship groups is the means through which we 
seek to practice the former. While some congregations may have small groups, we want our congregation to 
BE small groups. Our network of Fellowship groups serve as the nervous system of our church and are the 
άƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜǘέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 
exercise in their care of the flock. 

Our Pastoral Care and Community Structure: The Shepherding Model 
Exodus 18: 13-23: Shared Leadership of Pastors AND Elders 
Network of Care for Every Member 
Geographical Communities Overseen by a Pastor/Elder Team 
Fellowship Groups: The heart of community, care, and service at 
Four Oaks Community Church 
Joining the Church Means Joining a Fellowship Group 
Church Membership: The link to Care, Community, and 
Accountability 

Church Covenant Expressed Through the Membership Application 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
Application (at the end of this booklet) which asks you to answer questions related to your personal, 
Christian testimony and family life.  This is a means for the church leadership to get to know you better and 
gives you an opportunity to reflect upon your understanding of a number of biblical and ethical issues. You 
will go through the Membership Application with a pastor or elder during your membership interview. 

Elder Elder 
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Leader 

FG 
Leader 
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Leader 

FG 
Leader 
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Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

FG 
Leader 

North Community Leaders 

Pastor: Larry Shingler 

Elders: Steve Currieo, Aaron Kinnon, Kent 
Hamilton, John Stewart 

West Community Leaders 

Pastors: Paul Gilbert, Scott Stake, Rob Pifer 

Elders: Mike Sloderbeck, Tom Thacker 

South Community Leaders 

Pastor: Josh Hughes, Erik Braun 

Elders:  David Hughes, Skip Martin, Jeff Main, 
Kerry Schoolfield 

Find a Fellowship Group at 
www.fouroakschurch.com 
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The Process of Biblical Discipline 
Matthew 18 
I Corinthians 5 
When personal sins become public 
See church discipline chart on page 10 

Corrective Discipline 
There are five steps in corrective discipline.  They may best be understood by careful study of this diagram: 

Our Process for Membership 
Attendance at Welcome to the Family 
Membership Application forms are distributed to prospective members (see pg. 47) 
Completed Membership Application forms are returned to the church office 
Each community pastor personally or through his elders interviews prospective members using the 
Membership Application forms 
Each prospective member is oriented to his or her place in the Shepherding Structure of the Church 
(Pastor, Elder, Fellowship Group Leader) 
Council of Elders votes on new members upon recommendation at the next elders meeting 
New members receive official letter of acceptance and are introduced to the church on the Sunday 
following the elder vote 
Any prospective members who are not interviewed before the elder meeting will immediately be 
moved to the next WTTF period for approval and presentation. They will NOT need to re-attend WTTF. 

 
Spring 2010 Welcome to the Family Dates 
September 12 τ October 17 WTTF 

Beginning October 17  Applications accepted 

 Interviews scheduled (upon receipt of application) 

TBA Elders approve new members at monthly meeting 

TBA New members introduced to church 

 

 1 2 3   4 5 
    A B 
 Self Discipline 
  One-on-One One or Two 
   Others The Church 

 (leaders;   The World 
    whole body) 

  INFORMAL 
 
     FORMAL 
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Session 3: What We Believe 
What is our Statement of Faith?  
όaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛƴ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ о ŀƴŘ п Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ Iƛƭƭ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
Matters Course). 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΦ  L 
ƳŜŀƴΣ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΚ  !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŀǘŜŘΣ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎ 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛǾŜǎΚ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
important and primary thing about a church is what it believes, not merely what it does.  What we believe, in 
fact, is a matter of life and death. 

Now some Christians are opposed to statements of faith.  Christian revelation, Jesus, they say, is too great to 
be reduced to mere mechanical formulas.  In one sense this is true.  No statement of faith can perfectly 
ǇƭǳƳō ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ 
about news, about truths, propositional truths about God, ourselves, Christ, and these truths must be 
understood, believed, and lived out if we are to have any hope in this life and the life to come.  And so what 
we want to do in the next few minutes is consider what it is that we as a church believe. 

Before we begin, here are a few general words about statements of faith.  First, they are biblical.  We see 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ  {ƻ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ tŀǳƭ ƛƴ м /ƻǊΦ мрΣ άCƻǊ L ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŀȅΧέ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
church in Corinth knew from Paul, Jesus and the apostles, and that they must maintain in order to be faithful.  
¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ όŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƴΩǎύ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ   

{ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƻ 
ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŜǊŜǎȅΣ ƻǊ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ  {ƻ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ 
the Nicene Creed, written in the fourth century to guard the church against teaching that suggested Jesus 
could not be both fully man and God.   

Third, confessions, or creeds (either can be used interchangeably) are mere statements.  They are not meant 
to be exhaustive statements of doctrine, but rather summaries of some essential elements of the Christian 
faith laid out in Scripture.  So while we hope you believe all that is here (and if you choose to join this church, 
we will ask you to sign this statement) we hope this statement is not all that you believe.  There are many 
other doctrinal distinctives that are embraced and taught by the leadership of the church (i.e. roles of men 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΤ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ 
elder rule), which you need to understand and come to a position on.  These are distinctives which you may 
have a different position on than the leadership of the church, but which you also need to be aware of, 
support, and be sympathetic to.  We will discuss this in greater detail shortly. 

The Evangelical Free Church of America and the Statement of Faith 
The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of some 1,500 autonomous and interdependent 
churches united by a mutual commitment to serve our Lord Jesus Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and obedience to the Word of God. We are committed to cooperate with one another in ministry and 
fellowship as we seek to fulfill the Great Commission which Christ has entrusted to His Church. The growing 
ministry of the EFCA currently extends to some 50 countries of the world. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ά9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άCǊŜŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
Though they may seem outdated to some, or watered down to others, we invite you to read the definitions 
below to get a glimpse of why they are foundational to us as a denomination. Though they may be older 
terms, they are as relevant today as when they were chosen by our EFCA forefathers. 
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²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ά9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
The term Evangelical refers to our faith, our theology. We are committed to the proclamation of the Gospel, 
the good news of Jesus Christ, and to the Scriptures as being the inspired, inerrant, authoritative and 
sufficient Word of God. 

²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άCǊŜŜέ ƳŜŀƴΚ 
The term Free refers to our polity, our structure and organization. We are committed to a congregational 
form of government. 

Lƴ ǎǳƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άƭƛƪŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
convictions (Statement of Faith); we are free, which is an affirmation of our polity, our structure, our 
organization - we are autonomous, interdependent and congregationally governed (Articles of Incorporation). 

The current statement of faith that we will be examining is the revised statement of faith that is in the 
process of being adopted by EFCA churches across the country.  The decision to revise the older statement of 
faith was designed to address several areas of current theological controversy (open theism, moral relativism) 
as well as make it more God-centered, missional, and clear.  While Four Oaks has not formally adopted the 
new statement, we will be doing so over the course of the next year and are thus asking all new members to 
affirm this revised statement of faith. 

In order to become a member, a person must affirm the statement of faith and agree to submit to and 
support the teachings of the leadership of the church on other doctrinal distinctives.  The one exception to 
this is disagreement you might have with the pre-millennial eschatology position under the heading of 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ wŜǘǳǊƴΦέ  Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
by the church and has never been a test of doctrinal orthodoxy.  Thus, while it is a distinctive of the Free 
Church, we simply ask members to submit to and support this teaching even if they hold another 
eschatological position regarding the return of Christ. 
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EFCA Revised Statement of Faith 
Adopted by the Conference on June 26, 2008 

 

The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of autonomous churches united around these 
theological convictions: 

God 
1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving 
unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge 
and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to 
make all things new for His own glory. 

The Bible 
2.  We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words 
of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings, 
the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of 
human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, 
obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises. 

The Human Condition 
3.  We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In 
union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His 
ǿǊŀǘƘΦ hƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ōŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘΣ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘΦ 

Jesus Christ 
4. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures. 
Jesus-LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ-was conceived through the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate. 

The Work of Christ 
5.  We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the 
perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the 
only ground for salvation. 

The Holy Spirit 
6.  We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts the 
world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and 
adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and empowers 
believers for Christ-like living and service. 

The Church 
7.  ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He is the Head. The 
true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be composed only of believers. The 
[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǿƛǎƛōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
the gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith, 
these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer. 

Christian Living 
8.  ²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Iƛǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our faith with 
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ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
{ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭΦ Lƴ 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
the gospel in word and deed. 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ wŜǘǳǊƴ 
9.  We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of 
Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates 
the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission. 

Response and Eternal Destiny 
10.  We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him in 
repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge 
the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment and the believer 
to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His 
glorious grace. Amen. 
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Theological Distinctives of Four Oaks Community Church 
 

There are a number of important, theological issues and positions that are not addressed by our Statement of 
Faith, which we have distinctive positions on as a church leadership.  This includes but is not limited to: the 
ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜΤ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎΤ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΤ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
Supper; various social issues; sexual ethics; and church government.  Some of these are detailed below. 

What  Is the Relationship Between Our Statement of Faith and Other Doctrinal Distinctives? 
We represent the relationship between what our pastors and elders believe as a leadership team and what 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ άCǳƴƴŜƭέ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊΦ  !ǎ ƛǎ 
represented below, the top of the funnel is broad and indicates the threshold and nature of doctrinal 
affirmation needed to become a member of the church. The bottom of the funnel is narrow, and indicates 
that a more precise and doctrinally coherent position on a variety of issues is needed to provide unity and 
direction for the elders and pastors of the church.  As members move down the funnel of leadership into 
various ministries of the church, it becomes more and more important for the doctrinal commitments of the 
leadership to be understood, supported, and affirmed. 

 

 

²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ άŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘέ ŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ 
irrelevant to daily life.  However, this undercuts the teaching of the whole Bible that doctrine IS life 
(Deuteronomy 6; II Tim 3) and that what we believe is a matter of honoring and glorifying God.  In the words 
of Frances Shaeffer, the question is not whether you are a theologian or not; in fact, everyone is a theologian.  
The question is whether you are a good one or bad one.  It is not possible to NOT have a position on these 
issues, and we want you to be able to wrestle through them. 

Q.  What does Four Oaks believe and practice concerning baptism? 

A.  Immersion:  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ōȅ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴΦέ  ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
under water seems to be the pattern of the New Testament and a fuller picture of spiritual baptism  (Mk. 1:5, 
10; John 3:23; Acts 8:36-39; Col. 2:12). 

Believers:  According to the references that have been cited thus far in this document, the pattern within 
the New Testament is that those who received baptism had already believed in Jesus Christ for 
salvation.  We continue with this practice by only baptizing those who are old enough to understand 
what it means to profess his/her faith in Jesus.  We do allow for parents to have a service of dedication 
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for infants or young children in which they, along with the congregation, pledge to nurture the child in 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  We do not, however, baptize or christen infants or young 
children. 

Public:  We believe that baptism is most effective as a public act.  .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
faith that can both edify the church and be a testimony to others regarding the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  (Rom 10:9-10; Mark 8:38) 

Tied to Membership:  Every member and every person pursuing membership at Four Oaks should be 
baptized.  !ǎ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  It was through the ordinance of baptism that the first century 
believers were added to the church (Acts 2:41).  

Q. Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻŜǎ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΚ 

A. ²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  
The first Sunday of every month is usually reserved for this celebration of Communion, which also includes 
open sharing and prayer requests from the congregation and a short devotional from one of our pastors or 
elders.  

Q. Why are the elders and pastors of Four Oaks exclusively men? 

A. In I Timothy 2, Paul writes concerning the regulation of a local congregation.  In this passage, he explicitly 
forbids women from teaching men or exercising authority over men.  In making this position, Paul appeals to 
ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΥ άCƻǊ !ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ 9ǾŜέ όǾǎΦ моύΦ  tŀǳƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ŘŀƳΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
the created order has significant bearing upon this issue of women in authority.  The fact that Adam was 
created before Eve means that men are not to be subjected to the authority of women.  Applying this 
principle to the organization of the church, Paul teaches that it is wrong for a woman to assume or hold a 
position in which she rules over a man.  In such a case, the creation hierarchy is violated.  In doing this, Paul 
makes a critical distinction for us.  The question of what function a woman fills in the church is not merely a 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΣ άCan a woman exercise authority in the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚέ  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜΣ άShould ǎƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΚέ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŀƭŜ-female 
role relationships is about calling and design. 

 !ǘ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΦ  ²ƻƳŜƴ 
are created equal in value and are esteemed as highly as are men.  They are also appreciated for their 
productivity in the church as they use their God-given talents to further the mission of the church.  The 
ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜƎŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎ ƘŜǊ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΤ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜƴŀ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
men and women operate.  

Q. What form of church government does Four Oaks follow? 

A. Our relationship to our denomination, the Evangelical Free Church of America, is a voluntary one based 
upon our common statement of faith.  On matters of doctrine and practice not specified in the statement, 
ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άŦǊŜŜέ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ƛǘǎ 
own affairs.  Four Oaks is governed by elders who are affirmed in their leadership role by the congregation.  
The elders, which include both lay members of the church and members of the pastoral team, are given the 
biblical charge to teach and shepherd the flock of God.  We are thus an elder-driven church in that we believe 
that rule and authority has been given to that group of men entrusted by the Lord Jesus to lead his church.  
We also have a board of deacons that attends to the physical needs of the church and is responsible for 
leading the church by example into greater acts of ministry and service.  The office of deacon and elder are 
occupied by men nominated by the council of elders and approved by congregational vote.  

Q. Is Four Oaks a charismatic church? 

A. CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ-laden and often 
imprecise term that has been attached to many beliefs and practices in the evangelical church.  In its 
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ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŀƎŜΣ άŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻƴƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ άǎƛƎƴέ ƎƛŦǘǎ όǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΣ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ŀǊŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ 
of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Such a baptism has been seen in Pentecostal theology to be a separate 
event from conversion and to be pursued and practiced by all believers. 

!ǘ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎΣ ǿŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άǘǿƻ-ǘƛŜǊέ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
baptized in the Spirit at the point of conversion, and that such conversion need not be accompanied by 
speaking in tongues, either then or later.  Neither, though, do we adopt a cessationist position that holds to 
the view that all of the sign gifts disappeared at the end of the apostolic age.  We believe that all of the gifts 
of the Spirit as outlined in I Corinthians 12-14 are available to the New Testament church and are to be 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ōȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘŀΩ ǘƻ ŘŜƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
gifts and God-ward affections that Christ pours out upon His church.  

Q.  Lǎ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ŀ ΨwŜŦƻǊƳŜŘΩ ƻǊ Ψ/ŀƭǾƛƴƛǎǘƛŎΩ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ 

A. In answering this question, defining the various terms will prove helpful.  Generally speaking, most 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мрллΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ άǇǊƻǘŜǎǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ 
that time.  The body of theology adhered to by the resultant Protestant churches was broadly identified as 
άwŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
authority of Scripture over all of life (including the church), salvation by grace, and the priesthood of all 
believers.  In this sense, most evangelical churches are a product of the Reformation in terms of adhering to 
these core doctrines. 

 More specifically, Reformed Theology has also come to define the system of theology closely associated 
with many of the leaders of the Reformation and other leaders in church history, including Augustine, Martin 
Luther, and John Calvin.  Reformed Theology is most often characterized by a firm belief in the sovereignty 
ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΤ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴκǇǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǇŀǊǘ 
from the Holy Spirit drawing a person to God; true believers persevering in faith until the end of the their 
lives; and a firm God-centeredness in all theology and application. 

 Confessionally, Four Oaks is not a Reformed church in that people need only affirm the EFCA Statement 
of Faith in order to become members. Our statement of faith is broad and general and leaves room for 
freedom of conscience on issues that Reformed Theology takes distinctive positions on.  On the other hand, it 
is important for people considering membership to know that the pastors and elders of Four Oaks are to 
ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ άwŜŦƻǊƳŜŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎκ
teaching and counseling ministries of the church.   

Q. What About Social Issues?  Does the Four Oaks Leadership Take Political Positions on Various Topics? 

A.  While Four Oaks does not actively campaign to support political candidates or parties, we do take 
distinctive theological positions on social issues that have a clear, biblical mandate.  These issue include but 
are not necessarily limited to: homosexuality; heterosexual marriage; the right to life and abortion; and 
euthanasia.   
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Session 4: Church, Denominational, and Four Oaks History 
Introduction  
In this next hour we want you to learn about the history of Four Oaks Community Church.  To adequately do 
so, we must learn about the Free Church.  To adequately do that, we have to learn a little about the 
Protestants.  To learn about the Protestants, we have to learn about what they were protesting against and 
what they sought to reform.  So we want you to learn not only a little about the history of this particular 
church, but also help you understand where Four Oaks fits into the big picture of what God has done in 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŀƭƭΣ ǘƻ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎΦέ   

The Church 
One of the basic truths that the Bible reveals is that God creates, convicts, converts and conforms His people 
by His WordΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

We see this in the Old Testament with Adam & Eve as God speaks life into them, and in Abraham, as God calls 
ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ¦ǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǎŜǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƻƪŜǎǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƭŀǿ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǾƛǾƛŘƭȅ ƛƴ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ отΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ ōƻƴŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  

And we see it ultimately in the New Testament, with Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. It is Jesus who saves 
us from our sin through his death on the cross. But in saving us as individuals, he saves us into a community, 
an assembly of people, called the church.   

¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛŘŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ idea.  The church was founded by Jesus, not the 
apostles (Matthew 16:18).  Jesus commissions the church (Matthew 28:18ς20).  Jesus builds the church 
through the Spirit (Acts 2:42ς7).  And Jesus rules the church through his word.  Knowing this, the early church 
ƪŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜςDƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  

.ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜǊǊƻǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŜǇ ƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
would come a time when people would not want to hear sound teaching (2 Tim 4:3ς4).  We know this 
obviously from the writings of the New Testament.   The church in one city tolerated perverse sexual 
immorality among its members; another embraced Gnostic heresies; another showed gross favoritism to the 
ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎΣ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎΦ   

Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Apostles until 1500 is a long history of the spread of the church geographically, but also of the struggle of the 
church doctrinally. 

Repeatedly during this period heresies emerged which sought to redefine the faith. 

They were the Gnostics, Montanists, Marcionites, Arians, and Pelagians.   

If we were to study theses cults, we would see that as Solomon said long ago, truly there is nothing new 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ŏǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜǎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΦ 

In response to these heresies, the church  repeatedly returned back to the Scriptures, and then confessed 
what they believed the apostles had taught. This is where we get some of the early creeds and confessions, 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ bƛŎŜƴŜ /ǊŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ 
and required. They understood that the Gospel was at stake. 

Not only did the early church hold fast to their faith through creeds and confessions, but also with their very 
lives.  Organized persecution began with the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7 and continued periodically -- and 
often brutally.  The early church martyrs illustrate for us what it means to be a genuine disciple of Jesus 
Christ: someone who is willing to affirm that Jesus is Lord, even unto death.  This brings us to Constantine. 

Constantine 
There is perhaps no more important figure in the early church than Constantine, who became Emperor in 311 
!5Φ  Lƴ омнΣ ƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άLƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊΤέ ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘΦ hƴƭȅ DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
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Christianity, which had been persecuted, soon became the favored and the official religion of the Empire 
through the Edict of Milan in 313 AD.  This brought an end to persecution, but it also brought worldliness. The 
church began to resemble the structure of the Roman civil hierarchy.  We see the growth of monarchical 
Bishops and of course, the Pope, who claimed to be the representative of Christ on earth. And it was his word 
that now ruled the church. 

Over the next many centuries, various people reacted and sought the purity of the church and would try and 
bring people back to their spiritual identity.  The effects were short-lived.   

Meanwhile, as Popes attempted to consolidate their power and authority, not everyone recognized the 
supremacy of the Pope in Rome. In 1054 AD, after growing further and further apart for some 600 years, the 
church in the East broke from the Western church, in part over the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and in part over 
the universal authority that the Pope claimed. This is where we get the Orthodox family of churches, 15 in all, 
including the Russian and Greek Orthodox churches. 

In both the church in the East and the West, the distortion of the authority of the church grew over the 
centuries leading up to the Reformation. The church began to claim to forgive original sin through baptism, 
and to forgive onςgoing sin through the practice of confession and penance. Eventually, these theological 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŦƛǘΦ  hǘƘŜǊ 
ƘŜǊŜǎƛŜǎ ŎǊŜǇǘ ƛƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ 
merit, penance for forgiveness, and purgatory for further purging of sins, to be made holy and justified.    

It was these practices and beliefs that led to the Reformation, and the recovery of the gospel of salvation by 
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

Reformation 
One of the principal figures of the Reformation was Martin Luther. Born in 1483, he was a monk in 
Wittenberg, Germany.  He had long struggled with the question of how he was accepted by God.  But after 
much struggle of soul, the Lord brought him to a Biblical understanding of the Gospel.  The insight Luther had 
was on a verse that had long been oppressive to him, Romans 1:17. Luther had always been taught that this 
verse referred to his ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ .ǳǘ ŦƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ tǎŀƭƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
an alien righteousness, a righteousness that was outside of himselfςthe righteousness of Christ. It was on the 
ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
God, was based not on his own efforts, but was the free gift of God received by faith. Luther described this as 
ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ό/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōƻǊŜ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴǎΣ ƛƳǇǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ 
ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŘƻƴΤ ǿƘƛƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ 
thus bringing me into a right relationship with God). 

For the first time in his life, Luther knew the peace of soul that comes through the Gospel, of knowing that he 
was forgiven of his sins. 

!ƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎǊŀǎǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
indulgences. 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƪƴŜǿΦ  IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ŀǎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
should not make use of my name, and should not call themselves Lutherans but Christians. What is Luther? 
The teaching is not mine. Nor was I crucified for anyone . . . How did I, a poor stinking bag of maggots that I 
ŀƳΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΚέ  

But Luther did want to see reform of the teaching of the church, and so in normal fashion at the time, he 
proposed a debate by nailing 95 theses, or debating points, to the door of the Wittenberg church on October 
31, 1517 (good reason to celebrate, not Halloween, but Reformation Day). 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ wƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
tried before the Diet of Worms in April 1521, and told to withdraw his books and teaching. His reply stands as 



 18 

 

a bracing call of Christian conviction: 

ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƛƴ ŜǊǊƻǊτfor popes 
and councils have often erred and contradicted themselvesτI cannot withdraw, for I am subject to the 
Scriptures I have quoted; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. It is unsafe and dangerous to do 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŜǊŜ L ǎǘŀƴŘΤ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦ {ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ DƻŘΦ !ƳŜƴΦέ !ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
stand, Luther was eventually condemned by Rome. 

But what Rome condemned, when it condemned Luther, was not an innovator or a revolutionary. It 
condemned the biblical gospel. For what Luther affirmed was that Scripture was to be the final authority, not 
the Pope, and that righteousness, or justification, was the free gift of God in the Gospel, not something that 
the church could dispense at will, and certainly not sell for money. 

[ǳǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ 
Similar reformers were popping up all over Europe: Zwingli in Zurich, Calvin in Geneva, Bucer in Strasbourg, 
and Cranmer in England.  Even before them, and throughout the Middle Ages, we can point to John Wycliffe 
in the 14th century, Jan Hus in the 15th, and others.  God never left his church without a faithful witness. But 
it was Luther that God used in a unique way, to recover the faithful preaching and teaching of the gospel so 
that the church would never be the same again. 

Out of the Reformation came several strands of Protestants, or those who protested against the abuse and 
heresy of Rome.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ƴŀōŀǇǘƛǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 
baptism, but who also questioned original sin, rejected civil authority, embraced pacifism, and even, in some 
extreme cases, polygamy and anarchy. 

There were also the Reformed churches: Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and the Church of England, who 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛƴ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ tǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ωǎ 
{ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻƭȅΦ   

Out of this last group came the Baptists. As early as 1608, some in the Church of England, such as John Smyth 
were rejecting infant baptism. By the middle of the 17th century, a small but growing number of 
Congregationalists in England were becoming Baptists.  And it is out of this Reformed stream, rather than the 
Anabaptist stream, that Baptists in America come from. 

And then, there were the Lutherans, who affirmed a biblical understanding of the Gospel, the supreme 
authority of Scripture, and the priesthood of all believers, but also maintained some similarities with Catholic 
ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ 
Free Church can trace its historical roots to the Lutheran church, but is a hybrid theologically, drawing from 
many of these Protestant traditions for its theological convictions and distinctives. 

Lutheranism and the Free Church 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мрллǎ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ CƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎέ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
widespread, especially in Germany and the Scandinavian countries (Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland and 
Finland), later spreading throughout the world as early explorers took their faith with them on their voyages. 
Lutheranism came to the Americas that way; some of the earliest settlers in the Americas were Scandinavian, 
Dutch and German Lutherans. Their first permanent colony was in the West Indies, and by the 1620s there 
were settlements of Lutherans along the Hudson River in what are now the states of New York and New 
Jersey. 

As people migrated to the New World they continued to speak and worship in their native languages and use 
resources from their countries of origin. Europeans from a particular region would migrate to a particular 
region in America and start their own churches. As the number of these congregations grew, scattered 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ άǎȅƴƻŘέ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
church bodies. 
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By the late 1800s the 20 or so Lutheran church bodies that would eventually merge to become The American 
Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church in America had been established. Massive immigration from 
traditionally Lutheran countries had started, and between 1840 and 1875 alone 58 Lutheran synods were 
formed in the U.S. 

There were revivalist and confessional movements within Lutheran churches in Europe and in America, and 
as Lutherans migrated to this country they were influenced by the evangelicalism of various Protestant sects. 
Consequently, a wide variety of expressions of Lutheranism developed in North America. Nineteenth-century 
Lutherans still looked to their homelands to supply pastors and worship materials, but as second and third 
generation Americans spoke English more than German, Norwegian or Danish, a need arose to provide 
formal theological training, hymnals, catechisms and other materials. 

At the end of the 19th century, Christianity encountered another formidable threat: the rise of theological 
liberalism and modernism.  After theological liberalism and modernism spread around the world and 
matured, it rejected the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, His miracles, and His bodily resurrection.  At its heart, 
was the questioning of the authority of scripture.  As respect for the Bible decreased, respect for humanity 
increased.    By 1930, almost every Protestant denomination in America had been captured or greatly 
influenced by theological liberalism. Eventually, denominations splintered as those holding onto orthodox 
beliefs were forced out or simply left.  

The Evangelical Free Church of America was formed in 1950 by the merger of two church bodies: the 
Evangelical Free Church of America (Swedish) and the Norwegian-Danish Evangelical Free Church Association. 
Both groups had been birthed in the revival movements of the late nineteenth century. 

The Swedish group had its formal beginnings in Boone, Iowa, at a conference held in October of 1884. In that 
same year, two Norwegian-Danish groups began to worship and fellowship together in Boston, 
Massachusetts and Tacoma, Washington. By 1912, both the Swedish Evangelical Free Church and the 
Norwegian-Danish Evangelical Free Church Association had been formed. 

Those two associations, representing 275 local congregations, were formally joined together as they gathered 
for a merger conference in June of 1950 at the Medicine Lake Conference Grounds near Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. The international and national offices of the EFCA have been located in Minneapolis since the 
merger took place. 

Four Oaks Timeline 
 
Fall 1989 John Kaiser and family move to town to plant Four Oaks Community Church 
Easter 1990 First public worship service at Plaza 10 
Fall 1994 Church begins meeting at Gilchrist Elementary and reaches several hundred in attendance 
Fall 1995 Church purchases, renovates, and begins meeting in a warehouse on Raymond Diehl Road 
Fall 1999 Church outgrows the Raymond Diehl facility and begins meeting at Community Christian 

School for Sunday Worship.  The church keeps the Raymond Diehl facility for offices and mid-
week ministry space 

2000 Church undergoes a major year of transition as John Kaiser resigns as senior pastor and 
moves on to become a church planting director a Baptist denomination in California 

August 2000 The Council of Elders and the church family call Erik Braun to be the new senior pastor 
Winter 2002 Church purchases property on Bradfordville Road that will be the site of the new church 

facility 
Fall 2003 /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ όά¢ƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅέύ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ 

the new facility 
Summer 2004 Four Oaks is told that it cannot build a church building on its new property due to previously 

undisclosed deed restrictions on the land 
Fall 2004 Church grows to about 700 in the CCS facility 
Winter 2007 Four Oaks begins meeting in Chiles HS and again experiences growth to around 1000 in total 

attendance 
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Spring 2007 Church enters into a contract to purchase an existing church building in Northeast Tallahassee 
Fall 2007 The contract to purchase the existing church building falls through as the host church changes 

its plans 
Winter 2008 Four Oaks purchases the Shannon Lakes property with plans to renovate the existing facility for 

its permanent church home.  Monies raised from the previous capital campaign go towards the 
purchase of the facility 

 
Fall 2008 The church goes through another capital campaign (The Impossible Tour) to raise funds for the 

needed renovations on 40,000 square feet of worship and ministry space 
 
2009 Ongoing renovations to transform the Shannon Lakes Property into the new church facility 
January 2010 Grand Opening celebration as Four Oaks moves into its new church home 
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Core Values and Beliefs 
Purpose Statement 
Ψ¢ƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΩ 

Distinctives 
A People Called to be Salt and Light ; A City Set on a Hill 

Convictions   
What convictions make Four Oaks distinctively what it is?  

Of course, the first way to answer that question is to look at the churches doctrinal commitments. 
Those are the creeds and summaries of what we believe the Bible teaches about God, humanity, 
salvation, the Bible, the church, the world, and so on. Four Oaks stands with all churches in affirming 
ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ǊŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ CǊŜŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9C/! {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΦ 

But in every time and place, a church has to determine how these doctrinal commitments are to be 
propounded, embodied, and applied to the particular issues and minds and hearts of the people where 
the church exists. This can be called the theological vision of the congregation. This is also called its 
άŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎέ ƻǊ άǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέΦ  .ŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ !Ŏǘǎ нΥпн-птΣ ǘƘŜ άŦƻǳǊέ ƛƴ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
represents the four core commitments of our church. 

The 4 Oaks 
1.Worship, Our Ultimate Commitment:  Recognizing that treasuring God above all things is the 
number one commitment of every believer and our first priority as a church family.  This can be seen in 
the design of our corporate times together as we seek to be God-centered and structure our services in 
a way that relates to the culture without compromising the timeless message of the gospel. 

2. Word, Our Ultimate Authority: God has revealed Himself and His will through the Scriptures.  
Therefore, the preaching and teaching of the Bible is central in our corporate worship, emphasized in 
all our gathering together, and informs all of our ministries. 

3. Ministry, Our Fellowship of Service:  .ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
the pastors, we provide opportunities for our people to serve others.  Though service often occurs 
spontaneously, our ministry teams serve as the primary channels for facilitating service within our 
church, the community, and the world.  

4. Community, Our Common Devotion: The Person of Christ is best seen through believers who 
actually live in loving unity with one another.  We labor to cultivate an environment where friendships 
bloom and where each person gives and receives care and nurture utilizing the spiritual gifts given by 
God. 

Evangelism and Mission: The Thread That Weaves Together Our Commitments 
Evangelism is implicit and assumed  everywhere in Acts 2:42-47.  The Great Commission is the 
overarching cover for all of these activities, and is the thread  that weaves them together.  Thus, all of 
ǘƘŜ άhŀƪǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ŏƛǘȅ 
as we proclaim and live out these biblical values. 
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The Centrality of the Gospel 

The gospel is:  

you are more flawed and lost than you ever dared believe, yet  

you can be more accepted and loved than you ever dared hope at the same time, because Jesus 
Christ lived and died in your place.  

Salvation is of the Lord (Jonah 2:9) 

The irreligious don't repent at all. The religious only repent of sins. But Christians also repent of their 
righteousness. Moral and religious people are sorry for their sins, but they see sins as simply the failure 
to live up to standards by which they are saving themselves. They may go to Jesus for forgiveness-but 
ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ άŎƻǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-salvation. But a Christian is someone who 
has adopted a whole new system of approach to God. They realize their entire reason for either 
irreligion or religion has been essentially the same and essentially wrong! Christians realize that both 
their sins and their best deeds have all really been ways of avoiding Jesus as savior.  

... the way to avoid Jesus was to avoid sin... -Flannery O'Connor 

! /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΥ άǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ 
trying to obey it! Even my effort to obey it is just a way of seeking to be my own savior. In that mindset, 
ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ƻōŜȅ ƻǊ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ŀǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦέ ¢ƻ 
άƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭέ ƛǎ ǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƭŦ-ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎϥ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ ά[ŀȅ 
your deadly doing down, down at Jesus' feet. Stand in Him, in Him alone-gloriously complete." 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǿƻ ά¢ƘƛŜǾŜǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ - Legalism and Liberalism 

¢ŜǊǘǳƭƭƛŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊ 
ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ άǎǘŜŀƭέ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
άƭŜƎŀƭƛǎƳέ ŀƴŘ άƭƛōŜǊŀƭƛǎƳϦΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ άƭŜƎŀƭƛǎǘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƻǊ 
ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ άƭƛōŜǊŀƭǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
without truth, for they say or imply that we are all accepted by God regardless of what we decide is 
true for us. But those with truth without grace, do not really have the truth, and those with grace 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ άŦǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
truth". De-emphasize or lose one or the other of these truths, you fall somewhat into legalism or 
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƭŜŀǎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
of our extreme sin, the payment of the gospel seems trivial and does not electrify or transform. But 
without a knowledge of Christ's completely satisfying life and death, the knowledge of sin would crush 
us or move us to deny and repress it. Take away either the knowledge of sin or the knowledge of grace 
and people's lives not changed. They will be crushed by the moral law or run from it screaming and 
angry. 

As Luther put it, the Christian is simul justus et peccator (simultaneously accepted, yet a sinner). We 
are more sinful than we ever dared believe, but through Christ we are more accepted than we ever 
dared hope. When the gospel dawns on the soul, it becomes a transforming power (Romans 1:17). 
Instead of seeing the law of God as an abstract moral code, Christians see it as a way to know, serve, 
and resemble their Master. Instead of obeying to make God indebted to them, they obey because they 
are indebted to him. Instead of being driven by an anxious sense of being unacceptable, they are 
empowered by grateful joy. The difference between these two ways of morality could not be greater. 
Their spirits, goals, motivations, and results are entirely different. 

The Impact of the Gospel 

One of the basic theological premises of Four Oaks is that the gospel can change any one, any place. 
Part of the driving force behind Four Oaks is the conviction that most people have not heard the gospel 
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clearly, whether they have been raised in liberal churches or conservative churches. Many people are on 
άǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
gospel is off the continuum altogether. When people actually hear the gospel, they are surprised and brought 
up short. There can be neither personal transformation nor social transformation without a grasp of it. The 
gospel transforms our hearts and thinking and approaches to everything. As you read the following, consider 
ways that the gospel might transform your ways of thinking through theses areas.  

 

(City Church of San Francisco Web Site:  retrieved November 28, 2006, from www.citychurchsf.org) 

http://www.citychurchsf.org
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Session 5: Choosing and Doing Church 
 

It is natural to have lots of questions about the ministries and programs that we participate in as a church 
family at Four Oaks.  As we discuss here some of the facets and components of our church life together, it is 
ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
doing.  One of the key things to keep in mind is that we as a church family not only want to look to the bible 
for what it is that we are to believe, we also want to look to the Scriptures for what it is that we are to do, 
and how we are to do it.  

Christ in and Over His Church 

{ŀƳ {ǘƻǊƳǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜǎǎŀȅΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ hǾŜǊ Iƛǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΥ 

Revelation 2:1  
ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ 

ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΦέ  

Several years ago John Stott wrote an excellent little book on the seven letters in Revelation 2τ3 
entitled, What Christ Thinks of the Church.  Sad to say, there are some today who purport to be either 
church-ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻǊ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎǘǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
care much about what Christ thinks of the church. Yes, that sounds a bit harsh on my part, but let me 
explain.  

LΩǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 
our day. Most Christians are diligent to affirm that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, the only 
infallible rule for faith and practice. But you could never tell that from the way they actually structure 
their churches or formulate their beliefs or cast their vision or shepherd their sheep. In other words, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘ ŎƘŀǎƳ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎΣ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
how they employ the biblical text in shaping the strategy and expression of ministry. All too often, the 
Bible bears a token authority that rarely translates into a functional guide and governor, so to speak, 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎǘƳƻŘŜǊƴ 
world.  

{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ŧƻƭƪ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 
in mind the way in which they elevate sociological trends and marketing surveys and demographic 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άŦŜƭǘ ƴŜŜŘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊΤ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘǳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀǊ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ άŘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  

L ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŜŜ ƛƴ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нΥмΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ ά¢ƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƻ 
ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΦέ  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ L ŀƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǿƻǊŘǎέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ όƭƛǘΦΣ άǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ 
ǎŀȅǎέύΚ ¸ŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16). Every statement in the Bible is the revelatory 
άǿƻǊŘέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛǎŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ άǿƻǊŘǎέΥ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
utterances, theological concepts, doctrinal truths, ethical demands, etc. We would do well to heed what 
he says!  

But second, I want you to notice how Jesus is described. Earlier in Revelation 1:12ff. John is granted a 
vision of the glorified Christ. The significant thing is that each of the seven letters in chapters two and 
three begins with a description of our Lord taken from that remarkable vision. (Others have also argued 
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that each description is uniquely appropriate to the situation of that particular church.)  

¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ άƘƻƭŘǎέ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƻ άǿŀƭƪǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜŎŜŘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎŜ όwŜǾΦ мΥнлύΦ ²ƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ άǎŜǾŜƴ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΣέ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
allusion to Zechariah 4:2, 10. Most believe that the lampstand in Zechariah with its seven lamps 
symbolizes the temple and by extension the faithful within Israel. Here in Revelation the lampstands 
represent the church, The church is to serve as a light to the world. In the middle of these lampstands is 
ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ άtŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
trim the lamps, remove the wick and old oil, refill the lamps with fresh oil, and relight those that had 
gone out. Likewise, Christ tends the ecclesial lampstand by commending, correcting, exhorting, and 
ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ Φ Φ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

What is of special note to us is the advance made from the description in 1:13, 16 to that of 2:1. Jesus not 
ƻƴƭȅ άƘŀǎέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ όƭƛǘΦΣ ƎǊŀǎǇǎύ ǘƘŜƳΦ IŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΣ ƘŜ 
άǿŀƭƪǎέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΗ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜΣ ŘƛǎǘŀƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
active, immanent, and intimate. Our Lord patrols the churches with an intense and ever present 
awareness of all thoughts, deeds, and activities. Thus it is no surprise that each letter contains the 
ƻƳƛƴƻǳǎΣ άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎέ όнΥнΣ фΣ моΣ мфΤ оΥмΣ уΣ мрύΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ άƘŀǎέ ǘƻ άƘƻƭŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ άǎǘŀƴŘǎέ ǘƻ άǿŀƭƪǎέ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
sovereignty of Christ over the church and his loving presence and unfailing ministry within it.  

IŜ άƘƻƭŘǎέ ƻǊ άƎǊŀǎǇǎέ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ƻǿƴǎ ƛǘΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŘŜŜƳŜŘ ƛǘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ōƭƻƻŘΦ 
At no time does the church slip from his grasp or elude his grip or operate under its own authority. As 
difficult as church life often becomes, Christ never ceases to be its Sovereign. As disillusioning as human 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΣ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ άƘƛǎέ ōƻŘȅΦ  

.ǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άǿŀƭƪǎέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳǇǎǘŀƴŘǎΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
people. He guards and protects and preserves the church.  He is never, ever absent! No service is 
conducted at which he fails to show up. No meal is served for which he does not sit down. No sermon is 
preached that he does not evaluate. No sin is committed of which he is unaware. No individual enters an 
auditorium of whom he fails to take notice. No tear is shed that escapes his eye. No pain is felt that his 
heart does not share. No decision is made that he does not judge. No song is sung that he does not hear.  

How dare we build our programs and prepare our messages and hire our staffs and discipline our 
members as if he were distant or unaware of every thought, impulse, word, or decision!  How dare we 
cast a vision or write a doctrinal statement or organize a worship service as if the Lord whose church it is 
were indifferent to it all! 

Do you care what Christ thinks of the church? Or are you more attuned to the latest trend in worship, 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘέ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
culture? Yes, Jesus cares deeply about worship. Of course he wants the church to grow. And he longs to 
see the culture redeemed for his own glory. All the more reason to pray that God might quicken us to 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǿƻǊŘǎέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƛǘǎ 
name, denomination, or size. It obviously matters to him. Ought it not to us as well?  

(Sam Storms, To the One Who Conquers) 

 

What do people look for in a church?  What are the criteria for yourself as you seek to join a church?  
aŀǊƪ 5ŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻƻƪΣ What is a Healthy Church, provides the backdrop for the final two class times. 

 άLƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ 
authoritative list.  There are other significant marks of healthy churches, like prayer and fellowship.  We 
want to pursue those ourselves as well, and we want you to pursue them with us.  But these nine are the 
ones we think are most neglected in most local churches today, with the most damaging 
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ramifications.  Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όŦǊƻƳ What is a Healthy 
Church?) 

Marks of a Healthy Church 

1. Expositional Preaching   
This is preaching which expounds what Scripture says in a particular passage, carefully explaining its meaning 
ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
centrality of it in our worship. 

2. Biblical Theology   
tŀǳƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ¢ƛǘǳǎ ǘƻ άǘŜŀŎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜέ ό¢ƛǘǳǎ нΥмύΦ hǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘ 
only with how we are taught, but with what we are taught. Biblical theology is a commitment to know the 
God of the Bible as He has revealed Himself in Scripture. 

3. Biblical Understanding of the Good News 
The gospel is the heart of Christianity.  But the good news is not that God wants to meet people's felt needs 
or help them develop a healthier self-image. We have sinfully rebelled against our Creator and Judge.  Yet He 
has graciously sent His Son to die the death we deserved for our sin, and He has credited Christ's acquittal to 
those who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus' death and resurrection. That is the good news  

4. Biblical Understanding of Conversion 
The spiritual change each person needs is so radical, so near the root of us, that only God can do it. We need 
God to convert us. Conversion need not be an emotionally heated experience, but it must evidence itself in 
godly fruit if it is to be what the Bible regards as a true conversion.  

5. Biblical Understanding of Evangelism 
How someone shares the gospel is closely related to how he understands the gospel. To present it as an 
additive that gives non-Christians something they naturally want (i.e., joy or peace) is to present a half-truth, 
which elicits false conversions. The whole truth is that our deepest need is spiritual life, and that new life only 
comes by repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus. We present the gospel openly, and leave the converting 
to God. 

6. Biblical Understanding of Membership 
Membership should reflect a living commitment to a local church in attendance, giving, prayer and service; 
otherwise it is meaningless, worthless, and even dangerous. We should not allow people to keep their 
membership in our churches for sentimental reasons or lack of attention. To be a member is knowingly to be 
traveling together as aliens and strangers in this world as we head to our heavenly home. 

7. Biblical Church Discipline 
Church discipline gives parameters to church membership. The idea seems negative to people today ς άŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊōƛŘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎΚέ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ not live, how can we say how he or 
she should live? Each local church actually has a biblical responsibility to judge the life and teaching of its 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
gospel. 

8. Promotion of Christian Discipleship and Growth 
A pervasive concern with church growth exists today ς not simply with growing numbers, but with growing 
members. Though many Christians measure other things, the only certain observable sign of growth is a life 
of increasing holiness, rooted in Christian self-denial. These concepts are nearly extinct in the modern church. 
Recovering true discipleship for today would build the church and promote a clearer witness to the world. 

9. Biblical Understanding of Leadership 
What eighteenth-century Baptists and Presbyterians often agreed upon was that there should be a plurality 
of elders in each local church. This plurality of elders is not only biblical, but practical τ it has the immense 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
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Session 6: Nuts & Bolts 
During our final session together, our goal is to answer as many specific questions as we can that you might 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ CƻǳǊ hŀƪǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ άƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦέ  ŀƴȅ 
misunderstandings or confusion that might come about because of a lack of clarity regarding what happens 
here in the Four Oaks family.  The way that we will do this is not only by answering the most common 
questions people have but also by anticipating potential areas and issues that people often wrestle with. 

Top 10 Pitfalls for People Who Become Disgruntled at Four Oaks 
¢ƘŜ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ǎƛŎƪΦ 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Four Oaks talks about money too much from the pulpit. 

Erik preaches on abortion and other sensitive, political/social issues. 

I stopped attending for a while and nobody called me. 

L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

L ǿŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
 pastor on the phone when I needed one. 

I had a hard time finding a fellowship group. 

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ άǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ 

People kept asking me to do stuff. 

When Do We Meet as a Church? 
²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŦƻǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ L /ƻǊΦ мс ŀƴŘ IŜōǊŜǿǎ млΦ  
This time is the pinnacle of our corporate body life together as we give praise to God and worship him 
through the Word, song, giving, prayer, and the sacraments.  We have other corporate gathering times for 
special days and seasons (Christmas Eve, Good Friday, etc) as well as church-wide functions and events.  
When we have a permanent facility, our long-term vision is to have a mid-week gathering time for corporate 
teaching and ministry to students and families.  This would be designed to complement the weekly fellowship 
group meetings that members attend and which comprise the heart of our fellowship and service 
opportunities to one another. 

Are There Adult Educational/Sunday school Classes? 
We do not have traditional, season of life Sunday school classes.  Rather, we emphasize intergenerational 
fellowship and service through our fellowship groups.  We place a high priority on the systematic study of the 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
Sunday morning adult elective classes. 

Are There Ever Congregational Meetings? 
We have our annual business meeting each year during December, where the elders submit a budget for 
congregational approval as well as nominations for elder and deacon.  In addition, other congregational 
meetings are called from time to time to address specific corporate needs or issues. 

How is the Church Budget Approved Each Year? 
The covenant members vote each December on a broad, annual budget submitted to them by the council of 
elders.  Church members approve the broad budget categories, not individual line items, with sensitive salary 
and other information kept confidential. 

How are Elders and Deacons Chosen for Leadership? 
Any covenant member can nominate a man for the office of elder or deacon to the current council of elders.  
The council, after a season of prayer, discussion, and testing of potential candidates, submits a list of 
nominees to the congregation for approval. 
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Who are the Church Elders and Deacons?  What Do They Do? 
The elders and deacons are highlighted on page 33 of this booklet; more detailed information can be found 
on each one on the church website.  The elders are charged with the spiritual care and shepherding of the 
church, while deacons are tasked with overseeing the physical needs of the body in order to free up the 
elders to minister through the Word and prayer.  There are no biblical distinctions in our church polity 
between pastors and elders, with pastors being those who make their full-time living through the ministry of 
the gospel. 

Is There a Church Constitution or By-Laws? 
Yes, a copy is included in this booklet.  It details guidelines and policy for a variety of areas of church life. 

Who Are the Paid Staff at the Church?  What Do They Do? 
See page 30 for a listing of our church  staff  (more information on each staff member can be found on the 
church website).  We currently have on our full-time staff six pastors, two ministry staff members, three 
administrative staff positions, and a facility manager.  In addition, we have several part-time staffers for 
ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭΣ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅΣ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άƧƻōέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƛŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
equip the saints for works of ministry to the larger body; they are not there primarily to do the work of 
ministry FOR the church body. 

How Do I Go About Finding a Place to Serve? 
There is a list of ministry teams on page 30 in this booklet, as well as information about how to become 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ άServing Your Church FamilyΦέ  /ƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
Center and on the church website, www.fouroakschurch.com (click Church Membership). It is up to each 
member to take the initiative to find a place to serve, availing themselves to ministry team leaders.  In 
addition, pastors can help facilitate this process for members during their WTTF interview. 

How Do I Go About Finding a Fellowship Group? 
Part of the WTFF interview process includes a discussion with a pastor about the best fellowship group option 
for a person or family.  There are a variety of ways of finding a fellowship group, including personal invitation, 
networking, or geographical proximity.  We encourage people to look first for a group in their geographical 
community or near their home and to contact the group leader directly to let them know your intention to 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
!Řǳƭǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ 
ǿǿǿΦŦƻǳǊƻŀƪǎŎƘǳǊŎƘΦŎƻƳ όŎƭƛŎƪ άFind a Groupέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ DǊƻǳǇǎ ǇŀƎŜύΦ 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ {ǘŜǇ ƛƴ .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ aŜƳōŜǊΚ 
You should complete the Membership Application and return it to the church office in person or by mail.  The 
pastor who is over your community will then contact you to set up an interview for you to come in and share 
your testimony and talk about church life at Four Oaks.  Upon the recommendation of the pastor, the elders 
will vote to approve new members, who will then be presented to the church on the first Sunday of the 
month after the vote. 

http://www.fouroakschurch.com/images/uploads/4OAKSServing.pdf
http://fouroakschurch.com/index.php/fellowship/find/
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Council of Elders 

Larry Shingler 
Pastor of Missions and 

Pastoral Care 

Scott Stake 
Pastor of Childrenôs 

Ministries 

Josh Hughes 
Pastor of Worship 

Paul Gilbert 
Pastor of Ministry 

Development 

Erik Braun 
Pastor of Preaching 

Pastors 

Kerry Schoolfield 
(South) 

Skip Martin 
(South) 

Jeff Main 
(South) 

Kent Hamilton 
(North) 

Mike Sloderbeck 
(West) 

David Hughes 
(North) 

Aaron Kinnon 
(North) 

Tom Thacker 
(North) 

Steve Currieo 
(North) 

John Stewart 
(North) 

Rob Pifer 
Pastor of Student  

Ministries 


