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same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body and each member belongs to all the
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Ao am writing these things to you so that . . . you may know how one ought to
behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God,

a pillar and buttress of the

| Timothy 3:14-15

The Apostle Paul refers to the local church in a unique way, calling it the

fhousehold of God, 0 which is another wa

families, there is mutual commitment, service, submission, leadership, fellowship, and
ministry, and so should it be in the body of Christ. This is why we believe that the local
church should function as the center o

where we commi't our selves to the church

to the world around us.

At Four Oaks Church, we believe that church membership is the vehicle God has
given church leaders and church attenders to express their mutual commitment to one
another. When you join the church, you are entering into a covenant relationship with
a body of believers whereby you commit your very life to the ministries and mission of
Four Oaks Church. Subsequently, the leaders of the church commit themselves to
you, to shepherd, guide, lead, exhort, and encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Those who seek to officially join our body are not just given a vote; they are given
a charge to actively serve and commit themselves to the life of the church. When you
covenant yourself through membership at Four Oaks, you are making five core com-
mitments to the body of Christ:

1. Submitting to the leadership of the pastors and elders at Four Oaks.

2. Wor shipping regularly with Godos

3. Serving actively at Four Oaks in a ministry.

4. Participating in a Four Oaks Fellowship Group.

5. Giving generously through your tithes to the financial needs of Four Oaks.

Completing Welcome to the Family is the first step in becoming a member. We
encourage you to use this season as a time to deepen your rela-
tionship with the body of Christ as you seek to make Four Oaks
your new church family. 'g
S~

Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, @
The Pastors of Four Oaks Community Church FOUR OAKS

COMMUNITY CHURCH
www.fouroakschurch.com

f

P

truth. o

every b
DS mi s si

ropl e.




Table of Contents
Dates & Session Titles

A Message From the Four Oaks PaStQLS..........couiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecee e 2
Session 1: Membership MatterS. .......oooiiiiiiiee e 4
Session 2: Being a Member at Four Oaks Church.............ccoiin 6
Membership Process and COMMIMENNLS.............uuuuurriiiiumimiiirrese e ee e e e e e e e 6
Fellowship Groups at FOUr O@kKS...........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 7
(@70] 0010 01U T 71421 = o 1Y 4
Church DiISCIPIING CRATL.......coiiiiiiiiii e 8
Process for MemMbErShif..........ooooiiiiiiiieeeeee e 8
Welcome to the Family DAtes...........c.uuuiiiiiiiieieeeeee e 8.
SesSIioN 3: What WeE BeIIEVE.........cooi ittt 9
EFCA Revised Statement of Faith...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiieeeee 11
Theological Distinctives of Four Oaks Community Church..........cccooeeiviiiininnnnn. 13
Session 4: Church, Denominational, and Four Oaks Timeline..........c..cccoovvcivvviinnennn.. 16
Core Values and BeliefS........ccooveiiie i 21

e Purpose Statement
e Distinctives
e /| 2YPAOUA2YEA O0GCKS C2dzNJ hl 140

The Centrality Of the GOSPEL.......coo i s 22
Session 5: Choosing and DoiNG ChUICH..............uiiiiiiiiccccr e 24
Christ in and Over HiS ChULCK...........ooiiiiiiiieeeee s 24
The Marks of a Healthy ChutCh.............ouiiii e 26
SessioN 6: NULS aNd BOILS.........oovviiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e e e e e 27
Pastors and EIders........cooo oo 29
Ministry Teams and Church Staff.............cccoiii 30
Bylaws of Four Oaks Community Church............ccoooooiiiiii e, 31
Appendix: Membership Application FOImML........cooooiiiiiiiiie e 47



Session 1: Membership Matters

Personal and Ecclesiastical Introductions

All of us have a story to tell, not just in regards to our conversion experience, but also to our
experience with the church. Our feelingisoutthe church flow from these experiencesth the

church, which in turn guide our expectatioothe church. These expectations, if they are unhealthy,
unbiblical, or unbalanced, will always lead us to disappointment, anger, and ultimately distance from
the church. This is why it will be really important in this class to bring the Word of God to bear upon
these experiences, asking Christ to shape us by His Word and to guide our thinking about who or what
the church is and the role it should play in our lives.

A Thought to ConsideAlmost every New Testament letter or book was written to address severe

doctrinal, ethical, and moral problems in the early church. In fact, without these problems, we would
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Christ loved the church enough to die for her, we can love her enough to be patient with her.

Several Misconceptions About What the Church PRIMARILY Is

Some view the church as a club, a place where people with similar interests gather together to talk and
congregate. Others view it as a haven from an unsafe world, a place to organize into a Christian sub

culture, complete with Christian bookstores, clubs, gyms, restaurants, schools, and daycare. People

also increasingly look to the church as a provider of services, much as a citizen expects the government

to provide health care, a military, roads, parks, and social services in exchange for paying taxes. Still
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the church as a peripheral part of their spiritual lives, looking instead to the parachurch, the universal

02Re& 2F /KNRAGZ 2NJ KSANI 26y LINAGEFGS NBfl GA2YyaKAL
involvement and commitment.

While there are some pieces of truth in all of these conceptualizations of the church, they fall short of
the ChristOSY 1 SNBR @AadA2y 2F D2RQa LIS2LX S GKIFG GKS { ONR

What Is the Church?

The church is the people that Christ has purchased through the new covenant of his blood§Rev. 4

The church is not a niche that we market to, as if we could focuse on reachirnmpdstns or 20
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want to gravitate to the idea of the church universal, being a part of the Body of Christ in general but

never a part of a local church in particular. Yet, this ignores the reality that none of the Bible, can be
understood apart from what it means to be a part of a people. Almost all of the New Testament books

and letters were written to a particular people, in a particular place, as part of a particular local church.

Why Does the Church Exist?
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as a marriage displays the gospel, Christ and the church is the ultimate reality that marriage is pointing

to. Itis to the local church primarily that the Great Commission has been given (Mt-Z8;18nd it is

only in the local church that the biblically orbed process of proclaiming, teaching, sending, discipling,
and baptizing can be most fully realized.



The Church for You, Or You for the Church?

LY W2a8K | FNNREAQ 02212 a{G2L) 5FrGAy3 (KS / KdZNOKQXI KS
relationship to those who attend a church but never join. In both realities, the person who only dates but

never commits himself to a covenant relationship is more likely to beabsifrbed, seffocused, and istune

to their own needs, not the needs of the other. There reaches a point in every dating relationship, whether

with someone else or with the church, that the courtship process becomes copraductive, leading

people to look to have their own needs met rather than meeting the needs of others. So it is in the church:

the call to serve becomes lost and obscured without a commitment to a body of believers.

Why Membership Matters
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Cor. 12; Eph. 3; Eph. 5). The one that we believe most fully captures the essence of what it means to be
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mutual commitment, service, submission, leadership, fellowship, and ministry, and so should it be in the body

of Christ.
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world around us. At Four Oaks Church, we believe that church membership is the vehicle God has given

church leaders and church attenders to express their mutual commitment to one another. When you join the
church, you are entering into a covenant relationship with a body of believers whereby you commit your very

life to the ministries and mission of Four Oaks Church. Subsequently, the leaders of the church commit
themselves to you, to shepherd, guide, lead, exhort, and encourage you in your walk with Christ.

Why Membership is Difficult

There are many things which make it difficult for some to acclimate themselves to the idea of committing
themselves through membership to one church. Culturally, we are a society that places a high value on
individualism, autonomy, and freedom. In addition, our affluence provides more lifestyle and travel options
that take folks away from regular involvement in a church family. Also related to this affluence is the
materialism and consumer mindset that flows from it, making church simply one more option in a
smorgasboard of lifestyle choices. The amnitthoritarian attitude that permeates our culture is not

conducive to such biblical values as church leadership and accountability, again making it difficult for people
to wrap their minds around the idea of church membership and commitment.

Why Membership is Biblical

Ultimately, though, it is not enough to say that Four Oaks believes membership is important; thus,
YSYOSNBEBKALI A& AYLERNIIFyYydo® wlkiKSNE ¢S 221 G2 D2RQA
conform our practices to the truth of the Scriptures. The question, then, is whether the Bible upholds and
undergirds this practice and priority of church membership. There are five concepts and corresponding texts
that we should consider:

e The Metaphor of the Body Within the Context of a Local Clgur&or. 12:1231

e Christians Are Required to Submit to Their Leadqéisb. 13:17; | Thes. 5:413; | Tim. 5; 17
e Shepherds Are Required to Care for Their Fto&&ts 20:28; | Peter 5:2

e The Church is to Discipline Its Membekatthew 18:1517

e Church Discipline Involves a Distinct Peapl€orinthians 5, Il Cor. 2

Next Week:Being a Member at Four Oaks Church



Session 2: Being a Member at Four Oaks Church

Church Membership is a Church Covenant

2 KSy GFEf1Ay3 062dzi OKdzZNOK YSYOSNEKALE ¢S dzasS GKS @
death bond made between two parties, and the Scriptures speak of both the marital covenant (I Cor. 7; Mt.

19) and the covenant between Christ and His people (Jer. 31; Luke ). While of a different kind, churches have
traditionally used this covenantal language to express the seriousness of the commitment that they are

making to one another and to Chriasthey pledge their lives to Christ within the context of a community of
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Membership Process and Commitments

Covenant Commitments
e Submission to the leadership
e Generous financial giving through tithes and offerings
e Corporate worship
e Ministry team and service
e Fellowship Group Involvement

Submission and Support of Leadership

In the New Testament, there is a pattern of leadership that is typified in a plurality of elders who are tasked

with the oversight and care of the church. This is a reciprocal relationship as leaders are charged to lead, and
church members are called to follow and submit (I Peter 5: 1; Heb. 13: 17). This submission presupposes and
Ad odAfG dzalRYy (GKS adzoYArAaaizy 2F | OKdzZNOKQ&a f SIF RSN&
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members of the local body who affirm them in their positions of leadership.

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

While there is theological debate about the exact relationship between the Old Testament tithe and New
¢SadlkyYSyd IAGAYyI: GKSNB Aa | OftSINIbS¢g ¢SaidlySyd S
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parachurch ministries, and Christian organizations outside the church is to be commended and participated
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resources and order ministry priorities for the sake of the spread of the gospel, both here and abroad.

Corporate Worship
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fellowship, service, and giving (I Cor. 16: 1; Hebrews 10: 19). While there may be other gatherings an
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both for their own souls and those of their families, and to honor and glorify Jesus Christ.
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Ministry and Service

One of our fundamental affirmations is that ministry has not been entrusted to an elite guild of leaders who
do the work of ministry for the body. Rather, it is the job of leaders in the local body (Eph. 4) to equip the
arAyida F2NJGKS g2N] 2F YAYAAUGNEO® ¢tKAa SOK2Sa tS
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to actively serve and be engaged in the Body.
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Fellowship Groups at Four Oaks

Fellowship groups are the primary place for pastoral care and fellowship at Four Oaks. While the Scriptures do
not command a fellowship group structure, they do admoninsh believers to exhort and encourage one

another daily (Hebrews 4: 12; 10:-28). The way that we operationalize these commands is to call our

people to participate in a structure that facilitates these sorts of relationships.

Churches do one of two things: They either practice systematic care and encouragement of the congregation

or systematic neglect of the congregation. Our network of fellowship groups is the means through which we

seek to practice the former. While some congregations may have small groups, we want our congregation to

BE small groups. Our network of Fellowship groups serve as the nervous system of our church and are the
GKIFYyRa yR F¥SSG¢ 2F 2dzNJ LI aG2NI & YAYAAGNERZI |y SEGS)
exercise in their care of the flock.

Our Pastoral Care and Community Structure: The Shepherding Model
e Exodus 18: 1:23: Shared Leadership of Pastors AND Elders

e Network of Care for Every Member
e Geographical Communities Overseen by a Pastor/Elder Team / \
e Fellowship Groups: The heart of community, care, and servic
Four Oaks Community Church
e Joining the Church Means Joining a Fellowship Group
e Church Membership: The link to Care, Community, and
Accountability

Church Covenant Expressed Through the Membership Application

North Community Leaders

Pastor: Larry Shingler

Elders: Steve Currieo, Aaron Kinnon, Kent

West ComitiEREET = > Hamilton, John Stewart

Pastors: Paul Gilbert, Scott Stake, Rob Pif .
Elders: Mike Sloderbeck, Tom Thacker l ™S\
3 \.]......'__._
SEAl aeba 2 I ™ Find a Fellowship Group at
o s - www.fouroakschurch.com
3 /Ww—. R i
.&‘/. » \ v d
% N ’i_,.f,.‘ e~ ——————
| 'w gt '
~'_' - a "T-anu_y
iz B
4 South Community Leaders
\ ; Pastor: Josh Hughes, Erik Braun

Elders: David Hughes, Skip Martin, Jeff Main,
Kerry Schoolfield
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Application (at the end of this booklet) which asks you to answer questions related to your personal,

Christian testimony and family life. This is a means for the church leadership to get to know you better and

gives you an opportunity to reflect upon your understanding of a number of biblical and ethical issues. You

will go through the Membership Application with a pastor or elder during your membership interview.



The Process of Biblical Discipline
e Matthew 18
e | Corinthians 5
e When personal sins become public
e See church discipline chart on page 10

Corrective Discipline
There are five steps in corrective discipline. They may best be understood by careful study of this diagram:

and Tax

/’c%

5
Self Discipline
Oneon-One One or Two
Others The Church ~ ———
— _/ (leaders; The World
YT whole body)
INFORMAL \ -
Y
FORMAL

Our Process for Membership

e Attendance at Welcome to the Family

e Membership Application forms are distributed to prospective members (see pg. 47)

e Completed Membership Application forms are returned to the church office

e Each community pastor personally or through his elders interviews prospective members using the
Membership Application forms

e Each prospective member is oriented to his or her place in the Shepherding Structure of the Church
(Pastor, Elder, Fellowship Group Leader)

e Council of Elders votes on new members upon recommendation at the next elders meeting

« New members receive official letter of acceptance and are introduced to the church on the Sunday
following the elder vote

e Any prospective members who are not interviewed before the elder meeting will immediately be
moved to the next WTTF period for approval and presentation. They will NOT needtterrd WTTF.

Spring 2010 Welcome to the Family Dates
September 12 October 17 WTTF

Beginning October 17 Applications accepted

Interviews scheduled (upon receipt of application)
TBA Elders approve new members at monthly meeting
TBA New members introduced to church



Session 3: What We Believe
What is our Statement of Faith?
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important and primary thing about a church is what it believes, not merely what it does. What we believe, in

fact, is a matter of life and death.
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Now some Christians are opposed to statements of faith. Christian revelation, Jesus, they say, is too great to
be reduced to mere mechanical formulas. In one sense this is true. No statement of faith can perfectly

L dzYo G(GKS RSLIIK&A 2F D2RQa (1y26fSR3IS | yR LH2NLRA&AS&D
about news, about truths, propositional truths about God, ourselves, Christ, and these truths must be
understood, believed, and lived out if we are to have any hope in this life and the life to come. And so what
we want to do in the next few minutes is consider what it is that we as a church believe.

Before we begin, here are a few general words about statements of faith. First, they are biblical. We see
GKSY Ay { ONXR LI dzNB @ {2 FT2NJSEIFIYLES 65 NBIR tldA Ay
what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that
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church in Corinth knew from Paul, Jesus and the apostles, and that they must maintain in order to be faithful.
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the Nicene Creed, written in the fourth century to guard the church against teaching that suggested Jesus

could not be both fully man and God.

Third, confessions, or creeds (either can be used interchangeably) are mere statements. They are not meant

to be exhaustive statements of doctrine, but rather summaries of some essential elements of the Christian

faith laid out in Scripture. So while we hope you believe all that is here (and if you choose to join this church,
we will ask you to sign this statement) we hope this statement is not all that you believe. There are many

other doctrinal distinctives that are embraced and taught by the leadership of the church (i.e. roles of men

FYR 62YSy Ay (KS K2YS IyR OKdzZNOKT D2RQ&a a2@SNBA3y
elder rule), which you need to understand and come to a position on. These are distinctives which you may
have a different position on than the leadership of the church, but which you also need to be aware of,

support, and be sympathetic to. We will discuss this in greater detail shortly.

The Evangelical Free Church of America and the Statement of Faith

The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of some 1,500 autonomous and interdependent
churches united by a mutual commitment to serve our Lord Jesus Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and obedience to the Word of God. We are committed to cooperate with one another in ministry and
fellowship as we seek to fulfill the Great Commission which Christ has entrusted to His Church. The growing
ministry of theEFCA currently extends to some 50 countries of the world.

¢KS GSNXa a9@FyaStAO0lté YR GCNBSE Ay 2dz2NJ a20ASde@
Though they may seem outdated to some, or watered down to others, we invite you to read the definitions
below to get a glimpse of why they are foundational to us as a denomination. Though they may be older
terms, they are as relevant today as when they were chosen bizBG#orefathers.
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The term Evangelical refers to our faith, our theology. We are committed to the proclamation of the Gospel,
the good news of Jesus Christ, and to the Scriptures as being the inspired, inerrant, authoritative and
sufficient Word of God.

2 KIG R2Sa GaCNBS¢ YSIyK

The term Free refers to our polity, our structure and organization. We are committed to a congregational
form of government.

Ly adzyz ¢S INB S@OIFy3aStAOolfs gKAOK Aa Fy FTFFANNEGAZ
convictions (Statement of Faithje are free, which is an affirmation of our polity, our structure, our
organizatiort we are autonomous, interdependent and congregationally governed (Articles of Incorporation).

The current statement of faith that we will be examining is the revised statement of faith that is in the

process of being adopted by EFCA churches across the country. The decision to revise the older statement of
faith was designed to address several areas of current theological controversy (open theism, moral relativism)
as well as make it more Gaxntered, missional, and clear. While Four Oaks has not formally adopted the

new statement, we will be doing so over the course of the next year and are thus asking all new members to
affirm this revised statement of faith.

In order to become a member, a person must affirm the statement of faith and agree to submit to and

support the teachings of the leadership of the church on other doctrinal distinctives. The one exception to

this is disagreement you might have with the prélennial eschatology position under the heading of

G/ KNRAadQa wSiddzNYy oé Ly &K2NIX GKA& R2O0GNRYIf LIR&AG
by the church and has never been a test of doctrinal orthodoxy. Thus, while it is a distinctive of the Free
Church, we simply ask members to submit to and support this teaching even if they hold another

eschatological position regarding the return of Christ.

10



EFCA Revised Statement of Faith
Adopted by the Conference on June 26, 2008

The Evangelical Free Church of America is an association of autonomous churches united around these
theological convictions:

God
1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving
unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge
and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to
make all things new for His own glory.

The Bible
2. We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, through the words
of human authors. As the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible is without error in the original writings,
the complete revelation of His will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of
human knowledge and endeavor should be judged. Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches,
obeyed in all that it requires, and trusted in all that it promises.

The Human Condition
3. We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In
union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His
NI iK® hyfe GKNRdAZAK D2RQA al @Ay3a ¢2N)] Ay WSadza / k

Jesus Christ
4. We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, one Person in two natures.
Jesud & NJ Sf Q& LINBaY doac&ved tardighdhk Hdty Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
lived a sinless life, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, arose bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father as our High Priest and Advocate.

The Work of Christ
5. We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the
perfect, allsufficient sacrifice for our sins. His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the
only ground for salvation.

The Holy Spirit
6. We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He convicts the
world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ and
adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and empowers
believers for Chrislike living and service.

The Church
7.2S 0StASOS GKFG GKS (NHzZS OKdzZNODK O2YLINRaSa it o
alone in Christ alone. They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, of which He is the Head. The
true church is manifest in local churches, whose membership should be composed only of believers. The
[ 2NR WS&dza YIYRFGSR (g2 2NRAYlIyOSas ol LIWiAaY |yR (
the gospel. Though they are not the means of salvation, when celebrated by the church in genuine faith,
these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer.

Christian Living
8. 2SS 0StASYS (UKIFIG D2RQa 2dzaidAFeéAy3d INFOS Ydzad yz2i
purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to live out our faith with

11
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the gospel in word and deed.

/| KNRAAGQa wShdzNy
9. We believe in the personal, bodily and premillennial return of our Lord Jesus Christ. The coming of
Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, motivates
the believer to godly living, sacrificial service and energetic mission.

Response and Eternal Destiny
10. We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning to Him in
repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge
the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal conscious punishment and the believer
to eternal blessedness and joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His
glorious grace. Amen.

12



Theological Distinctives of Four Oaks Community Church

There are a number of important, theological issues and positions that are not addressed by our Statement of
Faith, which we have distinctive positions on as a church leadership. This includes but is not limited to: the
NEfS 2F YSYy YR 62YSy Ay GKS OKdzZNOK |yR K2YST aLJN
Supper; various social issues; sexual ethics; and church government. Some of these are detailed below.

What Is the Relationship Between Our Statement of Faith and Other Doctrinal Distinctives?

We represent the relationship between what our pastors and elders believe as a leadership team and what
YSYOSNE FINB OlFfttSR (G2 o0StASOS Fa |y FFTFANNIGAZY 27F
represented below, the top of the funnel is broad and indicates the threshold and nature of doctrinal

affirmation needed to become a member of the church. The bottom of the funnel is narrow, and indicates

that a more precise and doctrinally coherent position on a variety of issues is needed to provide unity and
direction for the elders and pastors of the church. As members move down the funnel of leadership into

various ministries of the church, it becomes more and more important for the doctrinal commitments of the
leadership to be understood, supported, and affirmed.

Affirmation of the

Membership — EFCA Statement of Faith

] KAt RNBYQa aAyA

Increasing
Student Ministries Support and
Affirmation

Fellowship Group Leadership

\ ]
adyQa yR zzvsyQa {udzR)\é\/é
And Adult Education

Elder Affirmation of Faith, Reformed Theology,
Theological Distinctives

Pastors and Elders

2S ftAQPGS AYy | GR2OGNAyYylLIffte OKFffSyaSRé 3S (KIFG @AS
irrelevant to daily life. However, this undercuts the teaching of the whole Bible that doctrine IS life
(Deuteronomy 6; Il Tim 3) and that what we believe is a matter of honoring and glorifying God. In the words

of Frances Shaeffer, the question is not whether you are a theologian or not; in fact, everyone is a theologian.
The guestion is whether you are a good one or bad one. It is not possible to NOT have a position on these
issues, and we want you to be able to wrestle through them.

Q. What does Four Oaks believe and practice concerning baptism?

A. Immersion:2 S LIN} OGAOS 46KIFG A& OFftftSR ol LXiA&aY o6& AYYSIH
under water seems to be the pattern of the New Testament and a fuller picture of spiritual baf&ml:5,
10; John 3:23; Acts 8:3®; Col. 2:12).

Believers According to the references that have been cited thus far in this document, the pattern within
the New Testament is that those who received baptism had already believed in Jesus Christ for
salvation. We continue with this practice by only baptizing those who are old enough to understand
what it means to profess his/her faith in JesWge do allow for parents to have a service of dedication
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for infants or young children in which they, along with the congregation, pledge to nurture the child in
0KS [ 2NRQa&a Ay ai NI doanatyhowewtrRbagiize Nd chrigten infArftsiNBugy
children.

Public We believe that baptism is most effective as apublicact. LJAA &Y A& | Lidzof A0 LIN
faith that can both edify the church and be a testimony to others regarding the gospel of Jesus
Christ. (Rom 10:910; Mark 8:38)

Tied to Membership:Every member and every person pursuing membership at Four Oaks should be
baptized.! & o0F LJWGAAY YIFINJ & | LISNA2YQa 06SIAYYAYy3I AYy [ KNJ
NEfl GA2yAaKALI gA0GK IWKasraughide ordidaice & baptiknsthat tKediiStiodatdry
believers were added to the church (Acts 2:41).

Q.1 2¢6 2FGSYy R2S4&8 C2dzNJ hlF1& LINIGAOALIGS Ay GKS [ 2NRC

A.2S OStSoONIGS GKS [2NRQA {dzZLJJISNI 2y | Y2yUuKfe ol aaiaz
The first Sunday of every month is usually reserved for this celebration of Communion, which also includes

open sharing and prayer requests from the congregation and a short devotional from one of our pastors or

elders.

Q. Why are the elders and pastors of Four Oaks exclusively men?

A. In| Timothy 2, Paul writes concerning the regulation of a local congregation. In this passage, he explicitly
forbids women from teaching men or exercising authority over men. In making this position, Paul appeals to
GKS / NBFiGA2y I 002dzyiY 4GC2NJ!RIY 61 a&d F2N¥SR FANRGE
the created order has significant bearing upon this issue of women in authority. The fact that Adam was
created before Eve means that men are not to be subjected to the authority of women. Applying this

principle to the organization of the church, Paul teaches that it is wrong for a woman to assume or hold a
position in which she rules over a man. In such a case, the creation hierarchy is violated. In doing this, Paul
makes a critical distinction for us. The question of what function a woman fills in the church is not merely a
YFGGSNI 2F FoAfAGET AG A& | Cahaviomé&hNleride autbdziylicxhe S ® ¢ KS
OK dzNDKK ¢ ¢ KS |j dzSShdhldskyS ASE SINJOR &8YSdzd (dzoKSINAGI & #emale ¢ K S
role relationships is about calling and design.

G C2dzNJ hl1a /2YYdzyAide [/ KdzZNOKXZ 6S dzy RSNBRUGFYR GKI
NBaLISOGAYS OFfftAy3da F2NI YSY YR 62YSYy YR KFa y2iK
are created equal in value and are esteemed as highly as are men. They are also appreciated for their
productivity in the church as they use their Ggiden talents to further the mission of the church. The
LINEPKAOGAGAZ2Y R2Sa y24 yS3araS + g2YFLyQa @FtdzS 2N RAa
men and women operate.

Q. What form of church government does Four Oaks follow?

A. Our relationship to our denomination, the Evangelical Free Church of America, is a voluntary one based

upon our common statement of faith. On matters of doctrine and practice not specified in the statement,

S OK OKdzZNDK Ay GKS RSY2YAYylLGA2Yy A& aFNBSE (G2 RSGSN
own affairs. Four Oaks is governed by elders who are affirmed in their leadership role by the congregation.

The elders, which include both lay members of the church and members of the pastoral team, are given the
biblical charge to teach and shepherd the flock of God. We are thus andzlden church in that we believe

that rule and authority has been given to that group of men entrusted by the Lord Jesus to lead his church.

We also have a board of deacons that attends to the physical needs of the church and is responsible for

leading the church by example into greater acts of ministry and service. The office of deacon and elder are
occupied by men nominated by the council of elders and approved by congregational vote.

Q. Is Four Oaks a charismatic church?

A.C2dzNJ hl1a Aa y2G OKFNRAYFGAO Ay Al &ladéerkaBoRofted 38 d ¢ K &
imprecise term that has been attached to many beliefs and practices in the evangelical church. In its
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GNI RAGAZ2YFf dzal 3S>Y aOKIFNRaYFGiAO0é KIFra 0SSy dzaSR Yz2a
O2YYdzyAOFIGS GKS ARSI GKFG aLWISF{Ay3a Ay G2y3dsSa | yR
of being baptized in the Holy Spirit. Such a baptism has been seen in Pentecostal theology to be a separate
event from conversion and to be pursued and practiced by all believers.

' C2dzNJ ht1az ¢S -NE2EOG0FKAZNK MBHR RELISINIGRY OS | YR 0 ¢
baptized in the Spirit at the point of conversion, and that such conversion need not be accompanied by

speaking in tongues, either then or later. Neither, though, do we adopt a cessationist position that holds to

the view that all of the sign gifts disappeared at the end of the apostolic age. We believe that all of the gifts

of the Spirit as outlined in | Corinthians-12 are available to the New Testament church and are to be
NB3dzZ F i SR o6& { ONR LI dzNB @ Ly GKAa asSyasSz 6S | FFANY
gifts and Goevard affections that Christ pours out upon His church.

Q. La C2dzNJ htl1a I WwSTF2NX¥SRQ 2N W/ It GAYyAaiGAOQ OKdzNDF
A. In answering this question, defining the various terms will prove helpful. Generally speaking, most
9@ yaSt AOFf OKdzZNOKSa FFNBE | LINBPRdzOG 2F GKS wSTF2NXNI

OKdzNDOKSa oNR1S 2FF FTNRY (GUKS w2Yly /I iK2t A0 OKdz2NDOK
that time. The body of theology adhered to by the resultant Protestant churches was broadly identified as
GWSF2NXYIFGA2yFE ¢KS2ft238¢ yR gFa FNIGAOdzZ I GSR | N2 dzy
authority of Scripture over all of life (including the church), salvation by grace, and the priesthood of all

believers. In this sense, most evangelical churches are a product of the Reformation in terms of adhering to
these core doctrines.

More specifically, Reformed Theology has also come to define the system of theology closely associated
with many of the leaders of the Reformation and other leaders in church history, including Augustine, Martin
Luther, and John Calvin. Reformed Theology is most often characterized by a firm belief in the sovereignty
YR K2fAyS&da 2F D2RT D2RQa a2@0SNBA3IYy OK2AO0S Ay StS
from the Holy Spirit drawing a person to God; true believers persevering in faith until the end of the their
lives; and a firm Godenteredness in all theology and application.

Confessionally, Four Oaks is not a Reformed church in that people need only affirm the EFCA Statement
of Faith in order to become members. Our statement of faith is broad and general and leaves room for
freedom of conscience on issues that Reformed Theology takes distinctive positions on. On the other hand, it
is important for people considering membership to know that the pastors and elders of Four Oaks are to
G NBEAY3 RSIAINBSa awSTF2NN¥SRE Ay GKSANI 62NI ROASsAE | YR
teaching and counseling ministries of the church.
Q. What About Social Issues? Does the Four Oaks Leadership Take Political Positions on Various Topics?

A. While Four Oaks does not actively campaign to support political candidates or parties, we do take
distinctive theological positions on social issues that have a clear, biblical mandate. These issue include but
are not necessarily limited to: homosexuality; heterosexual marriage; the right to life and abortion; and
euthanasia.
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Session 4: Church, Denominational, and Four Oaks History

Introduction

In this next hour we want you to learn about the history of Four Oaks Community Church. To adequately do
so, we must learn about the Free Church. To adequately do that, we have to learn a little about the
Protestants. To learn about the Protestants, we have to learn about what they were protesting against and
what they sought to reform. So we want you to learn not only a little about the history of this particular

church, but also help you understand where Four Oaks fits into the big picture of what God has done in
KAadz2NeEo . 2dz Oy OFrftt GKAaA&a Oflaa 4GCNRY GKS ClfftzX

The Church
One of the basic truths that the Bible reveals is that God creates, convicts, converts and conforms His people
by Hiswordd D2RQa 22NR Aa OSyiduNrft G2 GKS fAFS 2F KAa LI

We see this in the Old Testament with Adam & Eve as God speaks life into them, and in Abraham, as God calls
KAY 2dzi 2F ! N 28§ a8S Al 6AlGK azalSazx D2RQ&a aLk|Sa
OABARE @ Ay 91 S1TASt o1 6KSY (GKS RNE 062ySa 02YS (2
And we see it ultimately in the New Testament, with Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. It is Jesus who saves

us from our sin through his death on the cross. But in saving us as individuals, he saves us into a community,
an assembly of people, called the church.

,2dz 4SS3s GKS OKdzNDK AR%R@a YHe ¢hOréh wasRobitderl by JeskisS not@rée dzNIO K
apostles (Matthew 16:18). Jesus commissions the church (Matthew@®}1.8 Jesus builds the church

through the Spirit (Acts 2:4Z). And Jesus rules the church through his word. Knowing this, the early church
1S YR LINBASNBSR G(GKS FLRadfSaQ oNAIAYDR2RQAS @R RS
.dzi AG slrayQd t2y3 Ay GKS SIEINIé OKdzZNOK o0STF2NBE SNNE
would come a time when people would not want to hear sound teaching (2 Tigd¥:3Ve know this

obviously from the writings of the New Testament. The church in one city tolerated perverse sexual

immorality among its members; another embraced Gnostic heresies; another showed gross favoritism to the
gSItOKe | yR LJ2gSNFdA @ LiQa Fftf GKSNB Ay (KS [/ 2NAY
LG RARYyQ:G 3ISG Fyed o0SUGGSNIFa GAYS Syl 2yod ¢KS KAaad
Apostles until 1500 is a long history of the spread of the church geographically, but also of the struggle of the
church doctrinally.

Repeatedly during this period heresies emerged which sought to redefine the faith.
They were the Gnostics, Montanists, Marcionites, Arians, and Pelagians.

If we were to study theses cults, we would see that as Solomon said long ago, truly there is nothing new

dzy RSNJ 4KS adzy® ¢2RIFI2Q&a OdzZ 64 FyR KSNBaASa NBE aAivYL]
In response to these heresies, the church repeatedly returned back to the Scriptures, and then confessed

what they believed the apostles had taught. This is where we get some of the early creeds and confessions,
ddzOK a GKS bAOSYS / NBSR® ¢KS& ¢gSNBYyQd ONBIFGAYy3a yS
and required. They understood that the Gospel was at stake.

Not only did the early church hold fast to their faith through creeds and confessions, but also with their very

lives. Organized persecution began with the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7 and continued periedindlly

often brutally. The early church martyrs illustrate for us what it means to be a genuine disciple of Jesus

Christ: someone who is willing to affirm that Jesus is Lord, even unto death. This brings us to Constantine.

Constantine

There is perhaps no more important figure in the early church than Constantine, who became Emperor in 311
I'50 LY oMHI KS aa20AF0GSR KAYaSt¥F gA0GK / KNRAGALI YA
GKA&a aAdy O2yljdzSNIre FTNIylftez AGQa dzyOf SF NI AT KS IO
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Christianity, which had been persecuted, soon became the favored and the official religion of the Empire
through the Edict of Milan in 313 AD. This brought an end to persecution, but it also brought worldliness. The
church began to resemble the structure of the Roman civil hierarchy. We see the growth of monarchical
Bishops and of course, the Pope, who claimed to be the representative of Christ on earth. And it was his word
that now ruled the church.

Over the next many centuries, various people reacted and sought the purity of the church and would try and
bring people back to their spiritual identity. The effects were stived.

Meanwhile, as Popes attempted to consolidate their power and authority, not everyone recognized the
supremacy of the Pope in Rome. In 1054 AD, after growing further and further apart for some 600 years, the
church in the East broke from the Western church, in part over the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and in part over
the universal authority that the Pope claimed. This is where we get the Orthodox family of churches, 15 in all,
including the Russian and Greek Orthodox churches.

In both the church in the East and the West, the distortion of the authority of the church grew over the

centuries leading up to the Reformation. The church began to claim to forgive original sin through baptism,

and to forgive oggoing sin through the practice of confession and penance. Eventually, these theological
AYyy20FiA2ya RSOGSE2LISR (2 GKS LRAYy(d GKFIG GKS OKdz2NDK
KSNBaASa ONBLIWI AyzX fA1S R2Ay3 2ySQa o6Said Fa | LINBN
merit, penance for forgiveness, and purgatory for further purging of sins, to be made holy and justified.

It was these practices and beliefs that led to the Reformation, and the recovery of the gospel of salvation by
grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

Reformation

One of the principal figures of the Reformation was Martin Luther. Born in 1483, he was a monk in

Wittenberg, Germany. He had long struggled with the question of how he was accepted by God. But after
much struggle of soul, the Lord brought him to a Biblical understanding of the Gospel. The insight Luther had
was on a verse that had long been oppressive to him, Romans 1:17. Luther had always been taught that this
verse referred thisNA 3K S2dzaySaasx FyR KS {({ySé KS RARYQlUG KIF @S
FYR w2Ylyas GKS [2NR ONRdAKG KAY G2 NBFIfATS GKIG t
an alien righteousness, a righteousness that was outside of higtiselfighteousness of Christ. It was on the
olaAra 2F [/ KNRAaAaOuQa NARIKOGS2dzaySaa OGKFG KS gl a 2daAaGAT
God, was based not on his own efforts, but was the free gift of God received by faith. Luther described this as
GKS a3aNBIFG SEOKIy3IS¢ o6/ KNRAG 2y GKS ONR&aa o02NB Y@
NBY2@AYy3 D2RQA& 4N GK FyR 2060FAYyAy3 Y& LI NR2YT 6KACT
thus bringing me into a right relationship with God).

For the first time in his life, Luther knew the peace of soul that comes through the Gospel, of knowing that he
was forgiven of his sins.

l'YR a2 Al O2YSa Fa fAGGES adzZNIINRAS (GKS KS g1 a 2dzi N
indulgences.

[ dZz KSNJ RARY QG aSid 2dzi (G2 adGFNI | ySg RSYy2YAYylLGA2Y>
gl a GKS 2yfe OKdzZNOK KS 2N Fyeéz2yS Ay 6SadSNYy 9dzNP LIS
should not make use of my name, and should not call themselves Lutherans but Christians. What is Luther?

The teaching is not mine. Nor was | crucified for anyone . . . How did I, a poor stinking bag of maggots that |
FYZ O02YS (2 GKS LRAYyG 6KSNBE LIS2LX S OFfttf GKS OKAf RN

But Luther did want to see reform of the teaching of the church, and so in normal fashion at the time, he
proposed a debate by nailing 95 theses, or debating points, to the door of the Wittenberg church on October

31, 1517 (good reason to celebrate, not Halloween, but Reformation Day).

dzi GKS / KdzZNDK 2F w2YS 41 a KI@Ay3a y2KAy3a G2 R2 gA
tried before the Diet of Worms in April 1521, and told to withdraw his books and teaching. His reply stands as
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a bracing call of Christian conviction:

G!'ytSaa L Y O2y@AYyOSR o0& GSadtdAY2yASa 2Fforpdpées { ONAR LI
and councils have often erred and contradicted themsealviesannot withdraw, for | am subject to the

Scriptures | have quoted; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. It is unsafe and dangerous to do
Fy@GKAY3 3IFAyad 2ySQa 02yaOASyOSe I SNB L adlyRT L
stand, Luther was eventually condemned by Rome.

But what Rome condemned, when it condemned Luther, was not an innovator or a revolutionary. It

condemned the biblical gospel. For what Luther affirmed was that Scripture was to be the final authority, not

the Pope, and that righteousness, or justification, was the free gift of God in the Gospel, not something that

the church could dispense at will, and certainly not sell for money.

[ dzKSNJ gl ayQi GKS FTANRG 2N GKS 2yfe LISNE2Yy (2 KI @S
Similar reformers were popping up all over Europe: Zwingli in Zurich, Calvin in Geneva, Bucer in Strasbourg,
and Cranmer in England. Even before them, and throughout the Middle Ages, we can point to John Wycliffe

in the 14th century, Jan Hus in the 15th, and others. God never left his church without a faithful witness. But

it was Luther that God used in a unique way, to recover the faithful preaching and teaching of the gospel so

that the church would never be the same again.

Out of the Reformation came several strands of Protestants, or those who protested against the abuse and
heresy of Rome.

¢tKSNB 6SNB (KS !'ylolLliArAatar 6K2aS YIAY RAaGAYyOGADS
baptism, but who also questioned original sin, rejected civil authority, embraced pacifism, and even, in some
extreme cases, polygamy and anarchy.

There were also the Reformed churches: Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and the Church of England, who
Ff2y3 gAGK FNBS 3INIOS SYLKI&aAl SR D2RQa a2@SNBA3Tyile
{ dzZLJLJISNE FyR D2RQ& 2y32Ay3 g2N)] AY YI{1Ay3 SIOK 06StA
Out of this last group came the Baptists. As early as 1608, some in the Church of England, such as John Smyth
were rejecting infant baptism. By the middle of the 17th century, a small but growing humber of
Congregationalists in England were becoming Baptists. And it is out of this Reformed stream, rather than the
Anabaptist stream, that Baptists in America come from.

And then, there were the Lutherans, who affirmed a biblical understanding of the Gospel, the supreme

authority of Scripture, and the priesthood of all believers, but also maintained some similarities with Catholic
R2ZOUNAYS> SaLISOAlIffe Ay GKSANI dzyzRSNEGFYRAY3I 2F o6 LI
Free Church can trace its historical roots to the Lutheran church, but is a hybrid theologically, drawing from

many of these Protestant traditions for its theological convictions and distinctives.

Lutheranism and the Free Church

. @ GKS t+r3S mpnna GKS wST2NXIF(GA2Y KIFIR aLINBIFR KN dz
GSNBE fF0StSR a[dziKSNlyaeg o0& 0GKSANI SySyYyiasSa FyR | R2LJ
widespread, especially in Germany and the Scandinavian countries (Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland and
Finland), later spreading throughout the world as early explorers took their faith with them on their voyages.
Lutheranism came to the Americas that way; some of the earliest settlers in the Americas were Scandinavian,
Dutch and German Lutherans. Their first permanent colony was in the West Indies, and by the 1620s there

were settlements of Lutherans along the Hudson River in what are now the states of New York and New

Jersey.

As people migrated to the New World they continued to speak and worship in their native languages and use
resources from their countries of origin. Europeans from a particular region would migrate to a particular

region in America and start their own churches. As the number of these congregations grew, scattered
IANRdzLJA ¢2dzxZ R F2N¥Y || Gady2R¢ 2N OKdzZNOK o02ReéxX |yR I a
church bodies.

18



By the late 1800s the 20 or so Lutheran church bodies that would eventually merge to become The American
Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church in America had been established. Massive immigration from
traditionally Lutheran countries had started, and between 1840 and 1875 alone 58 Lutheran synods were
formed in the U.S.

There were revivalist and confessional movements within Lutheran churches in Europe and in America, and
as Lutherans migrated to this country they were influenced by the evangelicalism of various Protestant sects.
Consequently, a wide variety of expressions of Lutheranism developed in North America. Ninetity
Lutherans still looked to their homelands to supply pastors and worship materials, but as second and third
generation Americans spoke English more than German, Norwegian or Danish, a need arose to provide
formal theological training, hymnals, catechisms and other materials.

At the end of the 19th century, Christianity encountered another formidable threat: the rise of theological
liberalism and modernism. After theological liberalism and modernism spread around the world and
matured, it rejected the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, His miracles, and His bodily resurrection. At its heart,
was the questioning of the authority of scripture. As respect for the Bible decreased, respect for humanity
increased. By 1930, almost every Protestant denomination in America had been captured or greatly
influenced by theological liberalism. Eventually, denominations splintered as those holding onto orthodox
beliefs were forced out or simply left.

The Evangelical Free Church of America was formed in 1950 by the merger of two church bodies: the
Evangelical Free Church of America (Swedish) and the Norwlegrash Evangelical Free Church Association.
Both groups had been birthed in the revival movements of the late nineteenth century.

The Swedish group had its formal beginnings in Boone, lowa, at a conference held in October of 1884. In that
same year, two NorwegiaDanish groups began to worship and fellowship together in Boston,

Massachusetts and Tacoma, Washington. By 1912, both the Swedish Evangelical Free Church and the
NorwegianDanish Evangelical Free Church Association had been formed.

Those two associations, representing 275 local congregations, were formally joined together as they gathered
for a merger conference in June of 1950 at the Medicine Lake Conference Grounds near Minneapolis,
Minnesota. The international and national offices of teC/Aave been located in Minneapolis since the

merger took place.

Four Oaks Timeline

Fall 1989 John Kaiser and family move to town to plant Four Oaks Community Church

Easter 1990 First public worship service at Plaza 10

Fall 1994 Church begins meeting at Gilchrist Elementary and reaches several hundred in attendance
Fall 1995 Church purchases, renovates, and begins meeting in a warehouse on Raymond Diehl Road

Fall 1999 Church outgrows the Raymond Diehl facility and begins meeting at Community Christian
School for Sunday Worship. The church keeps the Raymond Diehl facility for offices and mid
week ministry space

2000 Church undergoes a major year of transition as John Kaiser resigns as senior pastor and
moves on to become a church planting director a Baptist denomination in California

August 2000 The Council of Elders and the church family call Erik Braun to be the new senior pastor

Winter 2002 Church purchases property on Bradfordville Road that will be the site of the new church
facility

Fall 2003 | KdZNOK 32S8Sa GKNRdzZZK | OFLAGEE OFYLI ATY 060da¢KS
the new facility

Summer 2004 Four Oaks is told that it cannot build a church building on its new property due to previously
undisclosed deed restrictions on the land

Fall 2004 Church grows to about 700 in the CCS facility

Winter 2007 Four Oaks begins meeting in Chiles HS and again experiences growth to around 1000 in total
attendance
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Spring 2007 Church enters into a contract to purchase an existing church building in Northeast Tallahassee

Fall 2007 The contract to purchase the existing church building falls through as the host church changes
its plans

Winter 2008 Four Oaks purchases the Shannon Lakes property with plans to renovate the existing facility for
its permanent church home. Monies raised from the previous capital campaign go towards the
purchase of the facility

Fall 2008 The church goes through another capital campaign (The Impossible Tour) to raise funds for the
needed renovations on 40,000 square feet of worship and ministry space

2009 Ongoing renovations to transform the Shannon Lakes Property into the new church facility
January 2010 Grand Opening celebration as Four Oaks moves into its new church home
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Core Values and Beliefs
Purpose Statement
We¢2 fABGS YR ALINBIR dziKSYGdAO / KNRAGALFYyAlEQ

Distinctives
A People Called to be Salt and Light ; A City Set on a Hill

Convictions
What convictions make Four Oaks distinctively what it is?

Of course, the first way to answer that question is to look at the churches doctrinal commitments.

Those are the creeds and summaries of what we believe the Bible teaches about God, humanity,

salvation, the Bible, the church, the world, and so on. Four Oaks stands with all churches in affirming

GKS 1'1L12adftSQa / NBSRY YR ¢gAGK GKS 9@Fy3aStAaololt CNB
But in every time and place, a church has to determine how these doctrinal commitments are to be
propounded, embodied, and applied to the particular issues and minds and hearts of the people where

the church exists. This can be called the theological vision of the congregation. This is also called its
GO2NB @ fdzSa¢ 2N ALIKAT 232 LIer 32 T KSA YoAFR2OMNEE & y  .Crra8\R
represents the four core commitments of our church.

The 4 Oaks

1.Worship Our Ultimate Commitment:Recognizing that treasuring God above all things is the

number one commitment of every believer and our first priority as a church family. This can be seen in
the design of our corporate times together as we seek to be-&Guered and structure our services in

a way that relates to the culture without compromising the timeless message of the gospel.

2. Word, Our Ultimate Authority:God has revealed Himself and His will through the Scriptures.
Therefore, the preaching and teaching of the Bible is central in our corporate worship, emphasized in
all our gathering together, and informs all of our ministries.

3. Ministry, Our Fellowship of Service: St AS@Ay3 GKIFIG Fff 2F D2RQ& LIJS2 LI
the pastors, we provide opportunities for our people to serve others. Though service often occurs
spontaneously, our ministry teams serve as the primary channels for facilitating service within our

church, the community, and the world.

4. Community, Our Common DevotionThe Person of Christ is best seen through believers who
actually live in loving unity with one another. We labor to cultivate an environment where friendships
bloom and where each person gives and receives care and nurture utilizing the spiritual gifts given by
God.

Evangelism and Mission: The Thread That Weaves Together Our Commitments

Evangelism is implicit and assumed everywhere in Acts&Z42r'he Great Commission is the

overarching cover for all of these activities, and is the thread that weaves them together. Thus, all of

0KS ahl1a¢ KFESS + YAaaArzylrf KSENI Fd GKSANI OSyidSN
as we proclaim and live out these biblical values.
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The Centrality of the Gospel
The gospel is:
e you are more flawed and lost than you ever dared believe, yet

e you can be more accepted and loved than you ever dared hope at the same time, because Jesus
Christ lived and died in your place.

e Salvation is of the Lord (Jonah 2:9)

The irreligious don't repent at all. The religious only repent of sins. But Christians also repent of their
righteousness. Moral and religious people are sorry for their sins, but they see sins as simply the failure

to live up to standards by which they are saving themselves. They may go to Jesus for fordiueness

2yfte a I gle& (2 a02 @SN 248hdn.Bét & Chadtidni Somioyle wihd< S A NJ L
has adopted a whole new system of approach to God. They realize their entire reason for either

irreligion or religion has been essentially the same and essentially wrong! Christians realize that both

their sins and their best deeds have all really been ways of avoiding Jesus as savior.

... the way to avoid Jesus was to avoid siflannery O'Connor
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trying to obey it! Even my effort to obey it is just a way of seeking to be my own savior. In that mindset,
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your deadly doing down, down at Jesus' feet. Stand in Him, in Him-glorieusly complete."
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without truth, for they say or imply that we are all accepted by God regardless of what we decide is

true for us. But those with truth without grace, do not really have the truth, and those with grace
gAOK2dzO GONHzZiKZ R2 y20 NBFffe KIFESS 3INFOSo Ly WSadz
truth". De-emphasize or lose one or the other of these truths, you fall somewhat into legalism or
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of our extreme sin, the payment of the gospel seems trivial and does not electrify or transform. But

without a knowledge of Christ's completely satisfying life and death, the knowledge of sin would crush

us or move us to deny and repress it. Take away either the knowledge of sin or the knowledge of grace

and people's lives not changed. They will be crushed by the moral law or run from it screaming and

angry.

As Luther put it, the Christian is simul justus et peccator (simultaneously accepted, yet a sinner). We
are more sinful than we ever dared believe, but through Christ we are more accepted than we ever
dared hope. When the gospel dawns on the soul, it becomes a transforming power (Romans 1:17).
Instead of seeing the law of God as an abstract moral code, Christians see it as a way to know, serve,
and resemble their Master. Instead of obeying to make God indebted to them, they obey because they
are indebted to him. Instead of being driven by an anxious sense of being unacceptable, they are
empowered by grateful joy. The difference between these two ways of morality could not be greater.
Their spirits, goals, motivations, and results are entirely different.

The Impact of the Gospel

One of the basic theological premises of Four Oaks is that the gospel can change any one, any place.
Part of the driving force behind Four Oaks is the conviction that most people have not heard the gospel
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clearly, whether they have been raised in liberal churches or conservative churches. Many people are on
GGUGNF 2SO02NRASEE 2F NBIFOGA2Z2Y (2 SAGKSNI 6KSANI O2yaSND
gospel is off the continuum altogether. When people actually hear the gospel, they are surprised and brought

up short. There can be neither personal transformation nor social transformation without a grasp of it. The
gospel transforms our hearts and thinking and approaches to everything. As you read the following, consider
ways that the gospel might transform your ways of thinking through theses areas.

(City Church of San Francisco Web Site: retrieved November 28, 2008nnomitychurchsf.ory
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Session 5: Choosing and Doing Church

It is natural to have lots of questions about the ministries and programs that we participate in as a church

family at Four Oaks. As we discuss here some of the facets and components of our church life together, it is
fa2 KStLWFdA G2 dzyRSNRiOGlIYyR gKé ¢S R2 (KS GKAy3a ¢S
doing. One of the key things to keep in mind is that we as a church family not only want to look to the bible

for what it is that we are to believe, we also want to look to the Scriptures for what it is that we are to do,

and how we are to do it.

Christ in and Over His Church
{IY {G2N)xa O2YYSyiGa 06St2¢ Ay KAa Saatres da/KNRald Ay

Revelation 2:1
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Several years ago John Stott wrote an excellent little book on the seven letters in RevelaBion 2
entitled, What Christ Thinks of the Church. Sad to say, there are some today who purport to be either
churcha N2 6 G K SELISNIa 2N ajAtftSR SO0t SaAaladaodrt |yl fe
care much about what Christ thinks of the church. Yes, that sounds a bit harsh on my part, but let me

explain.
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our day. Most Christians are diligent to affirm that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, the only

infallible rule for faith and practice. But you could never tell that from the way they actually structure

their churches or formulate their beliefs or cast their vision or shepherd their sheep. In other words,
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how they employ the biblical text in shaping the strategy and expression of ministry. All too often, the

Bible bears a token authority that rarely translates into a functional guide and governor, so to speak,
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world.
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in mind the way in which they elevate sociological trends and marketing surveys and demographic
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utterances, theological concepts, doctrinal truths, ethical demands, etc. We would do well to heed what

he says!
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But second, | want you to notice how Jesus is described. Earlier in Revelation 1:12ff. John is granted a
vision of the glorified Christ. The significant thing is that each of the seven letters in chapters two and
three begins with a description of our Lord taken from that remarkable vision. (Others have also argued
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that each description is uniquely appropriate to the situation of that particular church.)
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allusion to Zechariah 4:2, 10. Most believe that the lampstand in Zechariah with its seven lamps

symbolizes the temple and by extension the faithful within Israel. Here in Revelation the lampstands
represent the church, The church is to serve as a light to the world. In the middle of these lampstands is
GKS NAR&ASY /KNARaAGD® at I NI 2F /KNRAAGQA LINARSadGfte NRE
trim the lamps, remove the wick and old oil, refill the lamps with fresh oil, and relight those that had

gone out. Likewise, Christ tends the ecclesial lampstand by commending, correcting, exhorting, and
GIENYAYID & & Ay 2NRSNI (2 aSOdNB (KS OKdAZNDODKSaQ FAl

What is of special note to us is the advance made from the description in 1:13, 16 to that of 2:1. Jesus not
2yfe aKlFaé¢ GKS adFINARZI KS K2fR&a o60fAG®Y INI ALAO (K
Golfl1aé FYz2y3a GKSYH ¢KS f2NRAKALI 2F / KNRAG 20SNJI ¢
active, immanent, and intimate. Our Lord patrols the churches with an intense and ever present

awareness of all thoughts, deeds, and activities. Thus it is no surprise that each letter contains the
2YAYy2dzaz daL (1y2¢ e€2dz2NJ g62N) a€ OHYHIZ dZ MoZXZ MGMPpT oY
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sovereignty of Christ over the church and his loving presence and unfailing ministry within it.
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At no time does the church slip from his grasp or elude his grip or operate under its own authority. As

difficult as church life often becomes, Christ never ceases to be its Sovereign. As disillusioning as human
0SKI@A2N) 6AGKAY GKS OKdzZNOK OFy 06SZ AlG SOSNI NBYI Ay
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people. He guards and protects and preserves the church. He is never, ever absent! No service is

conducted at which he fails to show up. No meal is served for which he does not sit down. No sermon is
preached that he does not evaluate. No sin is committed of which he is unaware. No individual enters an
auditorium of whom he fails to take notice. No tear is shed that escapes his eye. No pain is felt that his

heart does not share. No decision is made that he does not judge. No song is sung that he does not hear.

How dare we build our programs and prepare our messages and hire our staffs and discipline our
members as if he were distant or unaware of every thought, impulse, word, or decision! How dare we
cast a vision or write a doctrinal statement or organize a worship service as if the Lord whose church it is
were indifferent to it all!

Do you care what Christ thinks of the church? Or are you more attuned to the latest trend in worship,

GKS Y2ald Ayy20F0A0S ai0NrGS3e F2N) ANRPGUOKE GKS Y2a(
culture? Yes, Jesus cares deeply about worship. Of course he wants the church to grow. And he longs to

see the culture redeemed for his own glory. All the more reason to pray that God might quicken us to

NEFR YR KSSR (GKS dGg2NRaé¢ 2F [/ KNRAaAG (G2 GKS OKdz2NDF
name, denomination, or size. It obviously matters to him. Ought it not to us as well?

(Sam Storms, To the One Who Conquers)

What do people look for in a church? What are the criteria for yourself as you seek to join a church?
al N] 5 S @S NWaat it & HealthyShudcBrévides the backdrop for the final two class times.
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authoritative list. There are other significant marks of healthy churches, like prayer and fellowatap.

want to pursue those ourselves as well, and we want you to pursue them witButghese nine are the
ones we think are most neglected in most local churches today, with the most damaging
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Marks of a Healthy Church

1. Expositional Preaching

This is preaching which expounds what Scripture says in a particular passage, carefully explaining its meaning
FYR FLILX @Ay3a Ad (2 GKS O2yaANBIAFGA2yd LG Aa | O2YYA
centrality of it in our worship.

2. Biblical Theology

t I dzf OKINHS& ¢Aldza G2 aGSIFIOK gKIG A& Ay | O0O2NR gAl
only with how we are taught, but with what we are taught. Biblical theology is a commitment to know the

God of the Bible as He has revealed Himself in Scripture.

3. Biblical Understanding of the Good News

The gospel is the heart of Christianigut the good news is not that God wants to meet people's felt needs

or help them develop a healthier sathage. We have sinfully rebelled against our Creator and JudgeHe

has graciously sent His Son to die the death we deserved for our sin, and He has credited Christ's acquittal to
those who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus' death and resurrettianis the good news

4. Biblical Understanding of Conversion

The spiritual change each person needs is so radical, so near the root of us, that only God can do it. We need
God to convert us. Conversion need not be an emotionally heated experience, but it must evidence itself in
godly fruit if it is to be what the Bible regards as a true conversion.

5. Biblical Understanding of Evangelism

How someone shares the gospel is closely related to how he understands the gospel. To present it as an
additive that gives noiChristians something they naturally want (i.e., joy or peace) is to present-authlf

which elicits false conversions. The whole truth is that our deepest need is spiritual life, and that new life only
comes by repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus. We present the gospel openly, and leave the converting
to God.

6. Biblical Understanding of Membership

Membership should reflect a living commitment to a local church in attendance, giving, prayer and service;
otherwise it is meaningless, worthless, and even dangerous. We should not allow people to keep their
membership in our churches for sentimental reasons or lack of attention. To be a member is knowingly to be
traveling together as aliens and strangers in this world as we head to our heavenly home.

7. Biblical Church Discipline

Church discipline gives parameters to church membership. The idea seems negative to peopteitdtiayR y Q
2dzNJ [ 2NR F2NDAR 2dzRIAYIAKE . dzihotivg how Ban Wd syiyyh@wihe dr @ K2 &
sheshouldlive? Each local church actually has a biblical responsibility to judge the life and teaching of its
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gospel.

8. Promotion of Christian Discipleship and Growth

A pervasive concern with church growth exists toqayt simply with growing numbers, but with growing
members. Though many Christians measure other things, the only certain observable sign of growth is a life
of increasing holiness, rooted in Christian sihial. These concepts are nearly extinct in the modern church.
Recovering true discipleship for today would build the church and promote a clearer witness to the world.

9. Biblical Understanding of Leadership

What eighteenthcentury Baptists and Presbyterians often agreed upon was that there should be a plurality

of elders in each local church. This plurality of elders is not only biblical, but practichhs the immense
O0SYSTAU 2F NRdzyRAY3 2dzi GKS LI ad2NDRa 3IATFha G2 Syadz
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Session 6: Nuts & Bolts
During our final session together, our goal is to answer as many specific questions as we can that you might
KIS Fo2dzi GKS 02Ré& fAFS KSNB G C2dzNJ hl 1a / KdzZNOK®
misunderstandings or confusion that might come about because of a lack of clarity regarding what happens
here in the Four Oaks family. The way that we will do this is not only by answering the most common
guestions people have but also by anticipating potential areas and issues that people often wrestle with.

Top 10 Pitfalls for People Who Become Disgruntled at Four Oaks

e ¢KS {SyA2NJtl&ad2NI RARYQ(l GA&AG YS Ay GKS K2aLAGI f
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e Four Oaks talks about money too much from the pulpit.

o Erik preaches on abortion and other sensitive, political/social issues.

e | stopped attending for a while and nobody called me.

e L RARYQO tA1S Al 6KSYy LIS2LXS adFNISR LINEBEAY3A Ayiz
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pastor on the phone when | needed one.

e | had a hard time finding a fellowship group.
e L gFyGSR | {dzyRF& Y2NYyAy3a aLJ O1F3Se 2F OflaasSaz ¢
o People kept asking me to do stuff.

When Do We Meet as a Church?

2S YSSiG ¢SS1fe F2NI[2NRQA 5F& ¢g2NAKALI 2y {dzyRlI & Y2
This time is the pinnacle of our corporate body life together as we give praise to God and worship him

through the Word, song, giving, prayer, and the sacraments. We have other corporate gathering times for
special days and seasons (Christmas Eve, Good Friday, etc) as well asvideifahctions and events.

When we have a permanent facility, our letegm vision is to have a mideeek gathering time for corporate

teaching and ministry to students and families. This would be designed to complement the weekly fellowship
group meetings that members attend and which comprise the heart of our fellowship and service

opportunities to one another.

Are There Adult Educational/Sunday school Classes?

We do not have traditional, season of life Sunday school classes. Rather, we emphasize intergenerational
fellowship and service through our fellowship groups. We place a high priority on the systematic study of the

{ ONR LJidzNBas FyR (KSasS GF{1S LXIFOS Ay | @GFINARSGE 2F &
Sunday morning adult elective classes.

Are There Ever Congregational Meetings?

We have our annual business meeting each year during December, where the elders submit a budget for
congregational approval as well as nominations for elder and deacon. In addition, other congregational
meetings are called from time to time to address specific corporate needs or issues.

How is the Church Budget Approved Each Year?

The covenant members vote each December on a broad, annual budget submitted to them by the council of
elders. Church members approve the broad budget categories, not individual line items, with sensitive salary
and other information kept confidential.

How are Elders and Deacons Chosen for Leadership?

Any covenant member can nominate a man for the office of elder or deacon to the current council of elders.
The council, after a season of prayer, discussion, and testing of potential candidates, submits a list of
nominees to the congregation for approval.
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Who are the Church Elders and Deacons? What Do They Do?

The elders and deacons are highlighted on page 33 of this booklet; more detailed information can be found
on each one on the church website. The elders are charged with the spiritual care and shepherding of the
church, while deacons are tasked with overseeing the physical needs of the body in order to free up the
elders to minister through the Word and prayer. There are no biblical distinctions in our church polity
between pastors and elders, with pastors being those who make theiiril living through the ministry of

the gospel.

Is There a Church Constitution or Bpaws?
Yes, a copy is included in this booklet. It details guidelines and policy for a variety of areas of church life.

Who Are the Paid Staff at the Church? What Do They Do?

See page 30 for a listing of our church staff (more information on each staff member can be found on the
church website). We currently have on our-idhe staff six pastors, two ministry staff members, three
administrative staff positions, and a facility manager. In addition, we have severdirparstaffers for
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equip the saints for works of ministry to the larger body; they are not there primarily to do the work of

ministry FOR the church body.

How Do | Go About Finding a Place to Serve?

There is a list of ministry teams on page 30 in this booklet, as well as information about how to become
Ay@2t 3SR Ay S| OK B&ving ¥o8rChuiclyFariilt S & RRAKECENE N& | O Af | 0
Center and on the church website, www.fouroakschurch.com (click Church Membership). It is up to each
member to take the initiative to find a place to serve, availing themselves to ministry team leaders. In

addition, pastors can help facilitate this process for members during their WTTF interview.

How Do | Go About Finding a Fellowship Group?

Part of the WTFF interview process includes a discussion with a pastor about the best fellowship group option

for a person or family. There are a variety of ways of finding a fellowship group, including personal invitation,
networking, or geographical proximity. We encourage people to look first for a group in their geographical
community or near their home and to contact the group leader directly to let them know your intention to
GrAaArAlG GKS 3INER dzLid 5SGIFAf SR AYTF2NXIGAZ2Y F2NJ SIFOK ¥FS
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You should complete the Membership Application and return it to the church office in person or by mail. The
pastor who is over your community will then contact you to set up an interview for you to come in and share
your testimony and talk about church life at Four Oaks. Upon the recommendation of the pastor, the elders
will vote to approve new members, who will then be presented to the church on the first Sunday of the
month after the vote.
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